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WHAT HAPPENED TO THE AMERICAN DREAM?
The American Dream Conference offers a forum for Christians who are concerned about the
American economy. Join us and hear Christ-centered perspectives that will help you understand the
economy’s influence on your life and form a biblical response to wealth.

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
★
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Andrew Biggs, American Enterprise Institute
Arthur Brooks, American Enterprise Institute
Barry James, James Investment Research
Jay Richards, Acton Institute, Christians for a

★ Lisa Sharon Harper, Sojourners, New York Faith
★
★

and Justice Center
Ron Sider, Evangelicals for Social Action
Peter Wehner, Ethics and Public Policy Center

Sustainable Economy

cedarville.edu/americandream

Thanks to our generous donors,
admission is free for this Critical
Concerns conference.
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Church, State, and the Constitution
I am a politically active Christian and a father of two
Cedarville alumni.
I just finished reading your article, “The Line
Between Church and State” in the Spring 2012
Inspire. Nowhere in our Constitution does it
mention the separation of church and state.
While I realize the words in the title were not
selected to support a constitutional argument, I
cringe every time I see Christians falling into the
lingo trap of the politically correct establishment.
For the record, the Constitution states: “Congress
shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
The key here is Congress, not state or local legislative
bodies. No congressional law has ever been passed.
The church is free to do as it pleases in terms of
endorsing candidates under the First Amendment.

19

We have a blood-bought obligation
to be politically involved, as our very
Constitution and the provisions therein were formed
by men under divine guidance, just as the Bible
teaches us about God’s ordination of governments
and kings.
For the Church to remain silent during a time when
central government seeks to strip our unalienable
constitutional rights (God-given rights that cannot be
revoked by man) from the citizens of this once-great
land is tantamount to sin.
We receive the government we deserve if we stand
for nothing.
Jeffrey Ney
Elverson, Pennsylvania
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Letter From the Editor
In April, 1,500 of our Inspire and Torch readers
participated in an online survey about Cedarville’s
publications. We were interested in your valuable
feedback on content, title, frequency, and more.
And we were particularly interested in your
opinions about the following idea, taken from
the survey itself:

Throughout the summer, we have been exploring
the next steps for Cedarville’s publications. We
want to highlight the influence of the Cedarville
family and distinctive elements of a Cedarville
education while providing a resource to help our
readers think through today’s critical issues and
live out a biblical worldview.

Cedarville is considering blending its two
publications into a single publication that would,
like Torch, provide Christ-centered commentary
on current events and cultural issues. Like Inspire,
it would feature alumni perspectives alongside
others in the Cedarville family (including faculty,
administrators, donors, or parents in positions of
professional influence) who could speak to the
given topic from a biblical perspective.

We look forward to sharing the results with you
later this winter.
Joel Tomkinson ’03, Editor
Cedarville, Ohio

Tell us what you think of material published in Inspire. Please include your name, class year (for
alumni), city, and state. Anonymous letters will not be printed. Printed letters may be edited for
space and clarity and may not necessarily reflect the views of the University. Submit your letter to
Inspire, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or cedarville.edu/inspire.
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learning community equipping students
for lifelong leadership and service through
an education marked by excellence and
grounded in biblical truth.
1-800-CEDARVILLE • cedarville.edu
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friends of Cedarville University.
Direct inquiries and address changes to:
Inspire, Cedarville University
251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314
cedarville.edu/inspire
inspire@cedarville.edu
937-766-6500

Cedarville University
supports the highest
environmental market
standards in paper
use and printing.

c am pu s new s

In May, Jon Purple
and a team of students
traveled to Liberia
distributing thousands
of donated shoes.

Beautiful Feet
On September 8, 2011, the class of 2015 organized a
campus-wide event called “Barefoot Thursday,” during which
students could donate their shoes and go barefoot for a day to
raise awareness about global poverty. The event was a tangible
response to Palmer Chinchen’s book, True Religion, that
incoming students had read over the summer. The author
spoke in chapel that day, and students gave more than 3,200
pairs of new or gently worn shoes.
In May, Jon Purple, dean for student life programs, joined
Chinchen in Liberia to distribute the shoes along with four
students from Cedarville, two from Liberty University, and
several members of Chinchen’s Arizona church, The Grove.
The team was based at African Bible College University (ABCU)
in Yekepa, Liberia, and several ABCU students joined the effort.
The large group split into smaller ministry teams that served in
medical clinics, orphanages, construction sites, and prisons.
Purple rode with a motorbike team that delivered cartons
of shoes to village elders where ABCU students had recently
planted churches. They also delivered shoes to villages where
ABCU students hope to plant churches in the future.
“The trip was amazing in many ways,” said Purple. “It was
hard to see the poverty but so encouraging to see the African
believers share the Gospel in their country, the receptivity and
friendliness of the Liberian people, and their thankfulness for
the gift of these shoes.”
One of the highlights for Purple was serving and
worshipping alongside African believers. “It was moving to
experience Christianity from a perspective that was not white,
Western, or middle class,” he said. “We were blessed to be the
hands and feet of Jesus there, led by our African brothers and
sisters in Christ.”

Above: Jon Purple
teamed up with Palmer
Chinchen (left), the
chapel speaker who
inspired last fall’s
“Barefoot Thursday.”
Left: An avid biker,
Purple enjoyed
transporting cartons
of shoes to the villages
by motorcycle.

cedarville.edu/barefoot
CEDA R VILLE U N IVERSITY
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How Does Your Garden Grow?
This spring, several members of the Cedarville community planted an organic garden on
University land behind the Murphy and Rickard residence halls. Participants paid a modest fee
for up to four plots and were responsible for their own weeding and watering. A local farmer
donated the water, stored in a 500-gallon container next to the garden.
Joe ’07 and Alicia (Christman) Poelzer ’07 both work on campus, and
“They’ll enjoy corn,
because Joe is the resident director for the McChesney and St. Clair men’s halls,
cucumbers, spinach,
they also live on campus. Along with five other resident directors, the Poelzers shared
sugar snap peas, beans,
expenses for the seeds and responsibilities to weed and water their plot. For less than $15
pumpkins, onions,
apiece, they’ll enjoy corn, cucumbers, spinach, sugar snap peas, beans, pumpkins, onions,
tomatoes, and zucchini
tomatoes, and zucchini all summer long.
all summer long.”
“We take advantage of a meal plan at Chuck’s during the school year,” Alicia said, “but
that’s not an option in the summer. It’s great to have fresh vegetables available several times
a week versus once a week when it’s convenient to get to the nearest grocery store.”

student stats
Who are this year’s SGA officers?
President
Zachary Weston ’13 | Grand Rapids, Michigan

Student Life Director
Zachary Franklin ’13 | Emmalena, Kentucky

Marketing Director
Zachary Murphy ’13 | Hudson, Ohio

Vice President
Candace (McHand) Olley ’13 | Pickerington, Ohio

Leadership Director
Rebecca DeRose ’13 | Clarence, New York

Philanthropy Director
Justin Nichols ’13 | Harleysville, Pennsylvania

Chaplain
Christian Figueredo ’13 | Manassas, Virginia

Events Director
Alyssa Blatherwick ’13 | Medford, New Jersey

Senior Class President
Joshua Kinnett ’13 | Saginaw, Michigan

Treasurer
Brandon Gahman ’13 | Marlton, New Jersey

Student Relations Director
Amber Strickland ’13 | Centreville, Virginia

Communications Director
Brie Ahlgrim ’13 | Cedarville, Ohio

Media Director
Dylan Cimo ’14 | Tiffin, Ohio

The Student Government Association (SGA) is the representative
assembly of the student body. Its purpose includes planning
Friday chapel services, supporting a harmonious school
atmosphere, and helping to provide extracurricular activities.

Zachary F.
Christian
Dylan

Justin

Amber
Alyssa
Brandon

Candace

Zachary W.
Zachary M.

Brie
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Callan Inducted Into Ohio Basketball
Hall of Fame

“His greatest impact was the foundation he laid
to use athletics as a tool to share the Gospel
and minister to the world.”

“Dr. Callan’s legacy established not what
Cedarville athletics wants to be, but rather,
what it was during his tenure, still is today,
and will continue to be in the future,” said
Geist. “Everything the athletic department
accomplishes is built on a commitment
he established to further the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.”

Prof Contracts With NFL
Mike Weller, director for Cedarville’s
athletic training education program, has
contracted with the National Football League
(NFL) to help identify game-day concussions.
Weller is an independent concussion
management specialist and one of two certified
athletic trainers assigned to work at Cincinnati’s
Paul Brown Stadium to watch for signs of head
injuries following the hard hits that are part of
the game.
According to Weller, 3.8 million
concussions occur every year from sportrelated activity. “It’s not just the hits that make
everyone cringe that cause concussions,” he
said. “Even lower-level impact can cause the
brain to shift inside the skull. We want athletes
to report all signs and symptoms, not only when
they’ve been knocked unconscious.”
Weller’s role, watching the plays from a
video feed in the booth, supports the medical
staff for both teams on the sidelines. If he
suspects an injury has occurred, he will contact
the appropriate medical staff for follow-up.

Dr. Bill Brown, President
September 22–23
Richmond, Virginia

cu on the road

When Dr. Don Callan retired as the head
men’s basketball coach in 1995, he was the
third-winningest active coach in the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA).
On May 19, 2012, Callan was inducted into the
Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame.
He finished his 35-year career ranked 19th
all-time in the NAIA with 578 victories. His teams
won four Mid-Ohio Conference championships
and three National Christian College Athletic
Association Midwest Region titles.
As Cedarville’s athletic director from 1961
to 1998, Callan grew the Yellow Jacket varsity
program from two teams to 14. In 2003, the
University named the Callan Athletic Center in
his honor. He was inducted as a charter member
into the Cedarville Athletic Hall of Fame as well
as those of the NAIA and the NCCAA.

“Don Callan was successful and influenced
many lives as a coach,” said Cedarville Athletic
Director Alan Geist ’83, “but I think his greatest
impact was the foundation he laid to use
athletics as a tool to share the Gospel and
minister to the world.”
One of the hallmarks of Callan’s career
is that he was a founder of the Missions
Involvement Service (MIS) at Cedarville. Many
Yellow Jacket teams still participate in world
missions and service, and this opportunity has
broadened to include generations of Cedarville
students, most of whom are not athletes. More
than 6,000 students have participated with MIS
in 91 countries since it was founded more than
40 years ago.

October 17
Schroon Lake, New York
November 21–24
Bangkok, Thailand

HeartSong
August 1
Calvert City, Kentucky
Cumberland, Maryland
August 2
Jackson, Missouri
August 3
Decatur, Illinois
August 5
Cresaptown, Maryland
Fairbury, Illinois
Indianapolis, Illinois
Kalamazoo, Michigan
Lima, Ohio
Martinsburg, West Virginia
August 8
East Peoria, Illinois
Normal, Illinois
St. Clairsville, Ohio
August 9
Washington, Pennsylvania

Weller has 17 years of experience as head
athletic trainer at both Bryan and Wilmington
Colleges, and he is in his third year teaching at
Cedarville. He recognizes that doing this work
at the highest level could also open doors for
his students. “I will have access to people,
technology, and opportunities that other athletic
training programs don’t have,” he said. “I hope
our students benefit, but ultimately my role
is to ensure athletes’ safety.”

August 10
Princeton, Indiana
August 12–14
Westerville, Ohio

For more events and information,
visit cedarville.edu/reps.
(All dates are subject to change.)
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It’s Official!
On July 12, 2012, Cedarville received the
long-anticipated phone call. The National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) notified
the University that the Yellow Jackets are now
active Division II members. This announcement
signals the end of a rigorous three-year approval
process and the beginning of Cedarville’s formal
NCAA affiliation.
“With our status affirmed by the NCAA,
Cedarville is positioned athletically to help
the University achieve its vision of becoming
one of the most influential Christ-centered
universities in the country,” said President Bill
Brown. “This is a significant day in the life of
Cedarville University.”
The NCAA closely monitored Cedarville’s
progress since it approved the school’s application
in 2009. Cedarville’s athletic director, Dr. Alan
Geist ’83, managed the details of the membership
process. “Obviously, we are excited about this
announcement,” said Geist. “The NCAA
complimented our efforts leading up to this point
and said Cedarville had been one of the most
enjoyable institutions they had worked with.”
Geist emphasized that this new affiliation
will not change Cedarville’s mission. “We desire
to be at the forefront in the NCAA, glorifying
God through excellence in education, individual
growth, and leadership development,” he said.
The provisional year in the NCAA
membership process required the Yellow Jackets
to function like a Division II institution without
the benefits of possible postseason competition.
Key requirements that had to be met during the
2011–12 academic year included the following:
• The NCAA conducted a compliance
audit of the athletics program in
November 2011.
• The University attended a meeting
for provisional institutions at the
NCAA convention in January 2012.
• Cedarville completed the annual
report/Institutional Self Study Guide
(ISSG) on June 1, 2012, addressing
issues raised in the audit.
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The Yellow Jackets can now devote their
full attention to aiding the development of the
Great Midwest Athletic Conference (G-MAC)
— the newest NCAA Division II league in the
country. Cedarville is a charter member along
with local rivals Central State University and
Urbana University as well as Kentucky Wesleyan
College, Trevecca Nazarene University (Tenn.),
and Ursuline College (Ohio).
The G-MAC also features provisional
members Georgetown College (Ky.) and The
University of Virginia’s College at Wise as part
of its expansion project. The league will sponsor
12 championship sports in 2012–13 with the
intention to begin competition as an active NCAA
Division II member conference in 2013–14.
Cedarville will retain its longtime
membership with the National Christian College
Athletic Association. The NCCAA affiliation
provides additional postseason opportunities for
the Yellow Jackets, who claimed 2012 national
titles in men’s basketball and women’s indoor
track and field.
NCAA Membership Time Line
March 23, 2009
Application for NCAA membership
July 10, 2009
Approved for candidacy year 1
July 9, 2010
Approved for candidacy year 2

Congratulations, Cedarville,
on your move into the NCAA!
As a Cedarville
graduate
immersed in
collegiate
athletics, I
know you will
not waste time
or momentum
to begin making a national impact
in this new arena. Your facilities
are state-of-the-art, you are
committed to excellence,
your coaches have the correct
leadership directive, and most
importantly, the school has a
mission and a vision.
The largest school, the one with
the most of everything, is not
always the one that wins in the
end. If you consistently do the
right things right, the right things
do come! That is what I have
witnessed at Baylor University, and
I believe Cedarville is exhibiting
this same leadership.
I wish you well and congratulate
you for taking this bold step.
Tom Hill ’87, Senior Associate
Athletic Director, Baylor University
NCAA Division I

July 8, 2011
Approved for provisional year
July 12, 2012
Approved as active NCAA Division II members
September 1, 2012
NCAA membership becomes effective

yellowjackets.cedarville.edu

CEDARVILLE
SCHOLARSHIP

GOLF OPEN

On May 29, 2012, 172
golfers participated in the
Cedarville Scholarship Golf Open,
raising more than $84,000 for student
scholarships. Thank you to all the players and sponsors who
made this a successful day. We especially want to thank
Fifth Third Bank for stepping up as our presenting sponsor
this year.
As a strategic partner and supporter, Fifth
Third teamed up with the University to launch the
cedarville1card. The card functions as a student ID card
but can be used on and off campus as a debit card. Nearly
600 students took advantage of this feature by connecting
their student ID card to a Fifth Third bank account.
Mark Biddinger ’91, director of accounting services
at Cedarville, worked with Fifth Third to get the program
rolling. “They have gone above and beyond to serve the
University and our students,” he said. “The cedarville1card
is a free service to the students; they get a checking
account, access to free ATM services, and the convenience
of having to carry just one card. Within four years, we
envision more than 75 percent of our students using the
cedarville1card.”
Another aspect of its partnership with Cedarville is the
financial institution’s generous gift to the Health Sciences
Center. Earlier this year the Fifth Third Foundation gave
$100,000 from the Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trusts. “Even in
difficult economic times, Fifth Third demonstrates a strong
commitment to higher education and the students we
serve,” said Bill Bigham, vice president for advancement.
Join us next year on May 28 for the 2013 Cedarville
Scholarship Golf Open!

17–19

Getting Started Weekend

campus events

201 2

Fifth Third Leads
Corporate Sponsors
for 2012 Golf Open

August
20–23

Fall Bible Conference

27

Convocation

September
21

CU Friday

22

THANK YOU!
Cedarville is grateful for
Fifth Third and our many
community partners who
support our students:

Pharmacy Preview Day
Women for Scholarship Fashion
Show and Silent Auction

October
4–14

Fall Play: Over the River and
Through the Woods

5

Legacy Banquet

Golf Sponsors
Advanced International Marketing, Inc.
Huntington Bank
Raymond James & Associates, Inc.

Corporate Team Sponsors
Applied Mechanical Systems
Appro-Rx
Brilliant Graphics
Buckeye Charters
Cedarville Family Practice
The Cerium Group, LLC
Clark’s Rx Pharmacy
Combs Interior Specialties, Inc.
Graves Home Improvement
Highland Consulting Associates, Inc.
National Church Residences
Pioneer College Caterers, Inc.
Voss Toyota

5–6

Homecoming: Founded

13

Art, Design, and Theatre
Preview Day

25–26

The American Dream
Conference: Christian
Perspectives on the Economy

26

CU Friday

27

Biblical and Ministry Studies
Preview Day

November
2

Parents Weekend and
Grandparents Day

9

CU Friday
History and Government
Preview Day

10

Cedarville’s Graduate Programs

May Surprise You!

 Online M.Ed. with convenient eight-week courses (no residency required!)
 M.S.N. with focus areas in family nurse practitioner (on campus) and global health
ministries (online by 2013*)
 Competitive tuition you can afford
 More graduate programs on the way!
Cedarville’s Christ-centered focus, exceptional faculty, and practical approach — no surprise at all!

Apply today:
cedarville.edu/graduate

1-888-CEDARVILLE

* Cedarville University is seeking approval from the Ohio Board of Regents to offer the global health ministries track as an entirely
online program starting fall 2013. The program is currently offered on campus, and online courses are in development.

Criminal Justice Preview Day

17

Science and Math Preview Day
Business and Communications
Preview Day
For more events and information,
visit cedarville.edu/events.
(All dates are subject to change.)
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What is your
best memory
from TWIRP
Week?
She was strong. She was invincible. She was woman!
And she was asking you out on a date. Cedarville’s
answer to “Sadie Hawkins Day,” TWIRP stands for
“The Woman Is Responsible to Pay.” In recent years,
TWIRP’s social cousin, the pick-a-date, has become
popular for fun and inventive group dates.
I was flattered when Alice invited me on a TWIRP date, and things started fine
as we left Cedarville. Headlights from oncoming traffic, though, revealed the
silhouette of a skunk in the road. In spite of me spiking the “air-brake,” we hit it,
and the skunk’s pungent odor flooded her Ford. Not even Johnny Mathis’
crooning could save the ruined ambiance, but we still had a fun night.
TIM BEACH ’88, RANDOLPH, NEW YORK

I remember coming up with other things that TWIRP stood for like “This Week
Is Really Pathetic.”
KARL COOPER ’94, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND

My favorite TWIRP memory was when I took my big brother, Noel Hack ’86, to
the Ice Capades and Noble Roman’s Pizza.
KATHI (HARRIS) WALLACE ’87, MARYVILLE, ILLINOIS

8
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During TWIRP week, I worked up the nerve to ask out a
guy. I was brave enough to write a note, but too scared
to actually send it. I threw it away. Luckily, my unit-mate
picked it out of the trash and mailed it for me. My friend
accepted my invitation to a Dayton Bombers hockey game,
but refused to let me pay. We started dating and got
married after graduation. I’ll always have my unit-mate to
thank for intercepting the note that changed my life!
AMY (HARNER) THOMPSON ’95, XENIA, OHIO

My worst pick-a-date was when I took my date ice skating.
He promptly ditched me on the ice skating rink, and
pretty much avoided me all night. When we saw each other
the next day, he waved and called me by the wrong name!
LINNEA YOUNG ’10, DAYTON, OHIO

I met my wife, Jenna (Ferguson) ’08, on a pick-a-date with
her fellow Maddox RAs. At John Bryan State Park we
played games, roasted hot dogs, and carved pumpkins
— and talked about our shared passion for missions. Now
we are finally fulfilling our dream of going to West Africa.
JUSTIN DODSON ’08, CEDARVILLE, OHIO

My friends and I planned a photo scavenger hunt at
Meijer for our dates. Meijer employees did not appreciate
our fun idea and promptly escorted us out of the store.
HANNAH (DAGER) THOMAS ’00, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

My favorite TWIRP date was when Linda Garrigan ’90
took me to The Nutcracker. It was quite an adventure
sitting through my first ballet. We will celebrate our
22nd wedding anniversary this year, and we still hang a
nutcracker ornament on our Christmas tree each year.
DAVE RYAN ’90, CANTON, OHIO

My best TWIRP memory was when Lisa (Brovont) Babb ’92
and I took our friend, Brad Silvius ’92, to Michigan for the
weekend — the twist being he knew nothing about the
plans. After getting permission and cancelling his other
TWIRP dates, we blindfolded him and put him in the car.
He was a great sport, and the weekend was a lot of fun.
HEATHER (ANDERSON) VANDERLAAN ’92, LANSING, MICHIGAN

WIN
N
ENT ING
RY!

My best TWIRP
experience was
the day of culture
my roommate
and I planned: a
trip to the Dayton
Art Institute and
a concert. At the
art institute, we
saw a painting of
a target with a
bull’s-eye. My
date pretended
to pull back a
bow, took aim …
and elbowed me
in the eye! We are
still married 18
years later.
LORI JEAN (RODGERS) SMITH ’94,
MINNEOLA, FLORIDA

Question for the next issue:

What is your favorite memory from intramural sports?
Deadline for entries is September 15, 2012. The alumnus who submits our favorite answer will receive a Cedarville sweatshirt!
Send your answer to Inspire, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or cedarville.edu/inspire.

CEDA R VILLE U N IVERSITY
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our years ago, Cedarville began the
membership process to join the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA).
On July 12, 2012, Cedarville was approved
as an active Division II (DII) institution
(effective September 1, 2012). Pursuing
NCAA membership is among the most
significant decisions in the history of
University athletics. To understand what
makes this move so momentous, Inspire
asked University President Bill Brown and
Athletic Director Alan Geist ’83 to explain
what’s ahead for Cedarville athletics and
what we — as alumni, fans, and studentathletes — can expect from this move.
CEDA R VILLE U N IVERSITY
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Why does a university like Cedarville,
recognized primarily for its Christcentered focus and academic excellence,
emphasize athletics?
It’s uniquely American that athletics
and education are married as they are in the
United States. If you’re a competitive young
athlete who wants to play at the next level,
you have to do it through the educational
system. Professional scouts recruit almost
exclusively at colleges and universities.
Christian athletes who feel God has given
them the ability and desire to play sports
at that level ask, “Where can I go to do
that?” and “Can I go to a Christian college?”
Cedarville is a place where these studentathletes can grow academically, spiritually, and
athletically. The integration of these elements
is part of what makes Cedarville, Cedarville.
Why did Cedarville leave its former
association, the NAIA?
We loved being part of the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA). It was a great fit for Cedarville, and
we were successful there for many years.
We’re only at the NCAA level today because
of the foundation we gained there. We want
to do what’s best for Cedarville today and
align with an athletic association that reflects
the ways we’re growing institutionally.
What are some of the advantages of
NCAA membership?
NCAA levels the playing field so that
similar schools play teams with similar
recruiting policies and accountability standards.
That wasn’t guaranteed in the NAIA, where
we might very well compete against studentathletes who have played internationally and
possibly professionally. Although there are
more regulations and stricter consequences
for violation under the NCAA, this ultimately
protects us by ensuring that we play teams
who abide by the same recruiting standards
that we do.
Another DII distinctive gives studentathletes more access to coaches that was
difficult under a different model where
coaches wore four or five different hats.
Students come here from all kinds of
backgrounds and find a strong, trusted
mentor in their coach. Many athletes would
say they were most influenced by a coach
during college, more so than a professor
or academic advisor. We’ve been able to
restructure the department and hire more
staff and graduate assistants so coaches can
focus on their athletes and provide more
opportunities for positive interaction.

12
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The NCAA has brand recognition that
people know and respect. We’ve already
seen increased interest and awareness about
Cedarville because of this affiliation. We
haven’t changed our mission, our purpose,
or our Christ-centeredness. In fact, these
have been strengthened. This isn’t about
promoting our athletic program as much as
it is about having an expanded platform from
which to introduce others to the University
and ultimately to Christ.
How does athletic affiliation
accomplish that?
As one of our coaches said, “It’s a brandnew mission field.” When we let people know
who Cedarville is, they find out who Jesus
Christ is. We’re starting at the beginning to
meet people and build our reputation as a
Christ-centered university where that focus
is evident in everything we do, including our
coaching philosophy, our athletes’ character,
and our fans.
Dr. Brown is chairing the president’s
council of the Great Midwest Athletic
Conference (G-MAC), our new athletic
conference. Many of us have also been
involved in other ways. For example, our
compliance coordinator, Drew Howard,
volunteered to work at the spring sports
festival. It’s great that he can be there,
wearing a Cedarville shirt, and people know
that he’s there representing the University
as well as Jesus Christ.
Most people’s familiarity with the NCAA
stems from DI athletic programs. In what
ways is DII different?
Some DI athletic programs have
developed a reputation for producing preprofessional football or basketball players
who may not make the grade in class and,
after a season or two, leave for the pros. At
our level of competition, athletes cannot play
unless they are good students. DII focuses on
character development and moving students
through to graduation.
Most DI programs want to make things
better, but they do not want to give up the
millions of dollars that come in from ticket
sales, merchandizing, and major media events
like BCS bowl games and March Madness.
We don’t have anything like that at our level,
and we are definitely not selling students’
jerseys in our bookstore. We often hear
about sports scandals and rules violations
that happen at that level, but what you don’t
hear is that a lot of their millions go back
into their institutions, libraries, or scholarships
for example.

Some of that DI money trickles down into
DII and DIII to ensure quality and excellence
among all the NCAA member schools. Our annual
dues went down tremendously when we became
provisional members last year, and if we go to a
championship game, we will be reimbursed for
our travel costs.
Balance is a watchword for DII, and the NCAA
has made changes to support this. They’ve cut back
the number of games that baseball and basketball
teams can play and increased the time off with
no practice or games over Christmas break. The
NCAA is in the process of simplifying its manual,
making it easier for coaches and athletes to
understand and follow recruiting policies.
How much of a factor was enrollment in
this decision?
We didn’t do this for enrollment. We did this
because it was the right thing to do. Enrollment
— and the revenue associated with it — is an
ancillary benefit. Athletics draws people’s attention
to your university, that’s why it’s important to do it
the right way.
We currently have 320 athletes on campus
that likely would not be here without athletics, and
we’re attracting prospective student-athletes who
can compete at higher levels. Students and parents
are looking at Cedarville for the first time who
would not have considered coming here before.

How will NCAA affiliation change the
fan experience?
We are being intentional about raising our
level of quality in the total athletic experience —
from a higher level of play in the game to halftime
entertainment to the general environment around
the game. We are consulting with the Dayton
Dragons baseball franchise and learning how to
make our games a great experience, the way our
college athletic events should be: fun, family
friendly, and uniquely Cedarville.
A local college president told us that Cedarville
games are the only away games she attends because
the experience is “what college athletic events
should be.” Students and families come out to
cheer on the teams, the competition is exciting,
and fans are respectful. It’s just a good time.
And now for the million dollar question:
Will Cedarville start a football team?
That is probably the question students and
alumni ask us the most. This move certainly makes
it easier for us to consider that.

Can Cedarville compete at this new level?
If this last year is any indication, we will hold
our own. As provisional members, last year was
our first year to play a DII schedule, and we were
competitive in just about every sport.

You didn’t say no …
We have begun a study about adding sports to
our athletic program. A sport like football carries
tremendous start-up costs as well as ongoing costs.
If we started a football team, we’d gain at least 80
athletes who would not otherwise be coming to
school here. In accordance with Title IX, we’d have
to look at what women’s sports we could add, such
as lacrosse and women’s golf.
We won’t add any sports programs that take
money away from the University or negatively
influence our mission.

Who will our rivals be?
So far, there are eight teams in the G-MAC.
Central State and Urbana will likely grow into
natural rivals as they are both nearby. In basketball,
Kentucky Wesleyan will be a team to beat.

Suppose we did add football — we’d need a
proper fight song. And a marching band.
It would take an entire halftime to spell out a
script Cedarville … but wouldn’t it be fun to see
Mike DiCuirci on his trombone dotting the “i”!

A Gift So Meaningful,
You’ll Want to Give It Twice!
Designate your children and your charity as beneficiaries
and do twice as much good.
The Give It Twice Trust is often funded with an IRA
or other taxable retirement plan. When your trust is
invested, it produces new income you can designate
to your children. After a number of years, your gift
transfers back to Cedarville to accomplish your giving
goals for students — endowing a scholarship or
supporting an academic program, for example.

This plan enables you to provide your children with
an inheritance while enjoying valuable income and
estate tax savings from your charitable gift.
Get started today by calling 1-800-766-1115 or visit
cedarville.edu/giftlegacy.

Dr. Bill Brown has served as
Cedarville’s president since 2003,
and he now chairs the Great Midwest
Athletic Conference President’s
Council. You may contact him at
bbrown@cedarville.edu.

Dr. Alan Geist ’83 has served as
Cedarville’s athletic director since
2008 and has been working to develop
the Yellow Jackets’ new conference,
the Great Midwest Athletic Conference
(G-MAC). You may contact him at
geista@cedarville.edu.
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THERE WITH THE

Assist

Early in his ministry, Bruce
McDonald ’69 served as a
chaplain for professional
sports teams including the
Philadelphia 76ers.

by Bruce McDonald ’69

It is possible for missionaries and pastors
to become good at what they do but forget
why they do it — to draw water from the
Word of God for others, yet never drink from
it themselves. Missionaries and pastors often
have no one with whom to share confidential
matters. They often desire a spiritual coach
to speak truth into their lives, remind them
of truth they already know, encourage them,
listen to them, and challenge them when
it’s appropriate.
Athletics was an important part of my
life in high school and college, and I wanted
to grow and develop as an athlete. But I
never thought much about how God could
use athletics in and through my life. Little
by little, He began to reveal an exciting
future for me … in coaching.
Early Opportunities
I entered Cedarville in 1965 on a
basketball scholarship. Then-coach Don
Callan likes to say I was the only junior high
player he ever scouted, but he also says that’s
due to my older brothers’ coercion. My
Cedarville experience was special, and
through God’s grace and the developing hand
of my coaches, I became an NAIA Division I
All American in basketball and baseball.
While at Cedarville, I was drafted by
the New York Mets and had met with
representatives from the Indiana Pacers.
On the somewhat humorous side, I also
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received a letter from Tom Landry inviting
me to the Dallas Cowboys training camp.
Those successes convinced me that God’s
will for my life was professional athletics.
After college, I did what I thought
God was calling me to do — I left for
southern Florida to play baseball in the
Mets farm system. But while there, He got
a hold of my heart and directed me into an
unexpected ministry.
Turning Points
For those first few years in ministry, I
often wondered why God had allowed me
to achieve athletic success and had so
obviously, sovereignly, opened doors for
advancement. Naturally, I developed youth
programs around sports, and I began to
realize athletics was an effective bridge into
young men’s lives to draw them to Christ.
As I grew older, God developed in me
a desire to connect with young men as a
mentor and coach. In 1977, my wife, Bev
(Hare) ’72, and I were living in Cedarville,
raising missionary support for our work
with the Association of Baptists for World
Evangelism (ABWE). Coach Callan asked
if I would serve as his assistant with the
men’s basketball team, and that’s how I met
Eric Mounts ’81. Eric was a highly recruited
athlete who went on to become Cedarville’s
all-time leading scorer — arguably the
University’s greatest basketball player. God

allowed me to mentor and disciple Eric through Bible study, and he
often spent time with our family and traveled with me in ministry.
He got to see and do “life” with me and my family.
God continued to use sports in my ministry in unique ways.
We had the joy of starting a church in Austin, Texas, as the result of a
neighborhood basketball outreach with teens and university students.
Nearly 100 young men went through that program, and, today, some
of them serve as elders in that church. While in Austin, I also had the
opportunity to lead a Bible study with the University of Texas football
team. During his junior year, Eric came down from Cedarville to lead
that study one night, and it was great to reconnect.
Going Pro
While serving in Austin, ABWE asked me to start a ministry for
professional athletes. Bev and I moved to Philadelphia where God
miraculously opened doors for me to begin working as a chaplain
for the Philadelphia 76ers (basketball) and the Philadelphia Flyers
(hockey). I also worked with the National Football League and, on
occasion, Major League Baseball. In 14 years of ministry, the Lord
had me conduct more than 600 chapels and numerous Bible studies
with professional athletes. It was a joy to see many come to Christ
and also to disciple and spiritually coach them.
During these years of ministry, ABWE began having us minister
to many of our missionaries at home and overseas. We began to see
that many of our own missionaries had never been formally discipled.
There was a clear need to come alongside many of these dear
servants of Christ to share both spiritual and relational coaching
principles in our meetings and seminars. Many expressed a desire for
this to happen in their lives, and in 2006, Coach Ministry was born.
Life coaching is different than discipling, because a life coach
is in it for life with the one he mentors. Although all of the 15 men
I mentor today have passed me in many ways, and that’s the goal,
the need for coaching is essential, no matter an individual’s status
or success.
Team Ministry
My wife has a passion for mentoring as well, and she travels
with me to many countries and across the states when I speak at
conferences for missionaries and pastors. While there, Bev and I

Above: The McDonalds (left)
open their Colorado home
as a retreat for missionaries
and pastors.
Left: Bev (Hare) McDonald ’72
often travels with Bruce for
ABWE’s Coach Ministry.

spend one-on-one time with individuals and couples, listening and
encouraging them.
This is the majority of our ministry, but there are two other
elements. One is hosting missionaries and pastors in our Colorado
home. We delight in offering a kind of free “bed and breakfast”
where they can relax and unwind and also seek counsel, if they
wish, and encouragement to renew their ministries.
A third part of our ministry is my writing. In addition to my
books, I write a weekly online devotional called “Speaking to
the Heart.” As more people are becoming aware of this ministry,
Bev and I have begun holding “coaching seminars” to reproduce
ourselves, or at least what we’re doing, so it can reach further into
our ABWE family.
Who would have thought an athlete with no intention of ministry
would ever be in such a position? Only God could do this, and I am
thankful for how He has used Cedarville in my life.
Rev. Bruce McDonald ’69 is the founder of ABWE’s Coach Ministry and has authored
three books. Bruce was inducted into Cedarville’s Athletic Hall of Fame for baseball
and basketball in 1984, and he was named an Athlete of Honor in 2009. Bruce and his
wife, Beverly (Hare) ’72, reside in Woodland Park, Colorado. You may contact him at
bmcdonald@abwe.cc.

Man-to-Man
by Eric Mounts ’81

The term coach has evolved over time. Once
an exclusive term related to sports, its
meaning has broadened into leadership and
mentoring. Bruce McDonald ’69 has been a
coach to me since my days at Cedarville.

Eric Mounts ’81 (left)
has enjoyed being
mentored by Bruce
for many years.

At the start of my freshman year on the
basketball team, I asked if I could wear
Bruce’s jersey number. He was on deputation
with ABWE at the time and helping out
with the basketball team. I didn’t know
the University had retired his number. I was
only told, “that number is not available,”
but Bruce was. He brought me into his
discipleship group, and he has been
coaching me ever since.

It all started over Bible study, some one-onone “death matches,” and a genuine
affection shared by a godly older brother in
this great eternal cause. In the last 35 years, I
haven’t faced one major crossroad without
huddling up with Bruce. I still take to heart a
lesson he shared on the seven aspects of a
vertical relationship with God.

iPod and ear buds, hands raised up and
voice going forth. I experienced again what
explains his influence — Bruce not only sings
to God, he walks with God!

Bruce and I are very different, but I yearn
for his intimacy with our Lord. I have
experienced the renewal of his Rocky
Mountain home retreat and sat in his study
while he spoke into my heart. One morning
as day broke, I heard some terrible singing
coming from his deck. There he was with his

Dr. Eric Mounts ’81 is the senior pastor of Bible
Center Church in Charleston, West Virginia.
He was inducted into the Cedarville University
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1986 and was named an
Athlete of Honor in 2009. You may contact him at
emounts@biblecenterchurch.com.

His mantra still rings in my ear: “It is not what
God does through you, but what God does
in you that will give your life influence.”
Thanks, Coach!
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by Cedarville student Kayla Jenerette ’14
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It wasn’t until I became part of the
Cedarville women’s basketball team my
freshman year that this quote became a
reality in my life. I had played competitively
in the Amateur Athletic Union and high
school basketball programs, but none of the
memories I made there compare to my
experience and growth at Cedarville. For
the first time, my coaches cared more about
my spiritual growth than my performance on
the court. I discovered that basketball at
Cedarville wasn’t just a way of life; it was
a way to life — eternal life.

Cedarville that before every game, each
team member would pray for a player from
our opposing team, write her an encouraging
note, or fellowship together over Colonial
Pizza after the game. I still remember
nervously sitting for 20 minutes trying to
decide what to write in my first card. That
night, we played always tough and tenacious
Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU). We lost
that game, and I was pretty upset. Later that
night the girl I sent a note to, Taylor
Goshen, sent me a text message. We talked
about the game and decided we would
become prayer partners. This was the first
time I became friends with someone from
an opposing team. Much to my surprise, I
liked it!
Taylor and I kept in touch, and one day
I received an urgent text from her that read,
“Please pray for our player, Leah. She is one
of our freshmen here and has just been
diagnosed with stage 4 liver and colon
cancer.” I talked to our coach, Kirk Martin,
and he contacted IWU’s head coach and
later told us what he’d learned about Leah.
He told us “Don’t just say you’re praying for
people. If you tell someone you’re praying
for them, really do it.”

Friends With the Enemy
I had always been taught that the other
team was the enemy, the opponent — the
group of girls we were to utterly crush. It
surprised me when I began playing for

One Team, United
Praying for Leah became a priority
before every practice, and we decided that
as a team who loves the Lord, we were going
to be prayer warriors for Leah. Coach Kirk

m y c edarv ille

Austin Foote ’13 leads the StudentAthlete Advisory Committee.

A Voice for Student-Athletes
“For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things,
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” I Timothy 4:8

Martin ’76, Coach Kari Flunker ’05, and
Coach Stacie Travis ’07 suggested that we
visit the IWU team and have a prayer circle
with them. We loved the idea, and on the
way to our next game, we stopped by IWU,
brought them Gatorade, and experienced
the most intimate moment I’ve ever shared
with a team. Conversations were shared,
tears were shed, but most importantly, in
that moment, Jesus was glorified.
I have come to understand that while
we may be rivals on the court, more
importantly, we are sisters in Christ. God
gives each of us many talents, but all that
talent is wasted unless we give our talent
back to God. Leah is now in heaven with her
gracious Savior, but her life on earth was not
wasted. I will never forget Leah’s story and
our relationship with her team. God used
Leah to show our team what it means to put
aside differences, humbly come together,
and become one as the body of Christ.
Whether we have opportunities to pray with
other Christian teams like IWU, or be an
example to those who don’t know the Lord,
we all have a responsibility, like Buscaglia
says, to give our gift back to God.
Kayla Jenerette ’14 is an organizational communication
major from Greenville, South Carolina, and plays guard
with the Lady Jackets basketball team. You may contact
Kayla at kjenerette@cedarville.edu.

So begins the constitution for the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC).
This student organization represents student-athlete needs and concerns to
the University and the athletic department. High among its goals is to nurture
a positive student-athlete image to the campus and community, and maintain
a testimony that glorifies God.
Basketball guard Austin Foote ’13 is this year’s president, and he shared how
this organization is shaping his experience as a student-athlete.

SAAC’s Role
SAAC is a national student organization, required by NCAA bylaws. It acts as
a voice for student-athletes to share opinions and vote on NCAA regulations.
It also provides an opportunity for members to serve in our community as well
as on our campus. SAAC is made up of one or two representatives from each
athletic team. Representatives from Cedarville’s SAAC serve on a conference
SAAC, and representatives from each conference serve on a national SAAC.

Lessons Learned
I am beginning to understand how crucial it is to lead by example, delegate
responsibility, communicate effectively, balance my time, and surround myself
with positive and responsible individuals — these are lessons I can carry into
my athletic endeavors, my career, and throughout my life.

Leadership Opportunities
I had the opportunity to travel to Indianapolis this summer to meet with SAAC
members from other institutions from our conference. Our mission was to
establish goals, values, bylaws, and a written constitution that would outline
the conference SAAC. Meeting with other schools’ SAAC leaders helped me
develop ideas and action steps that can benefit Cedarville’s SAAC.

Future Vision
I hope SAAC will become an organization where athletes can voice their
opinions, serve the community, and make a positive impact on the studentathlete experience at Cedarville.

Ultimate Purpose
What I love most about being an athlete at Cedarville is the platform it gives
me to be a witness for Christ and influence the lives of others. We love to win
games and succeed on the court, but our main purpose is to play for Christ
and represent Him in every game and practice.
Austin Foote ’13 is a comprehensive communication major from Castle Rock,
Colorado. He plays guard on the men’s varsity basketball team. You may
contact him at austinfoote@cedarville.edu.
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Sandy (Hitchcock) DeBartolo ’90 knows
what it takes to raise a student-athlete
from little league to Yellow Jacket pitcher
to NCCAA All-America Second Team.

Here’s to the Home Team
by Sandy (Hitchcock) DeBartolo ’90

I remember, years ago, hopping the barbed wire fence onto
Cedarville’s athletic fields with my daughter, Cecelia (we call her
CeCe). Not only did we rip our pants more than once, we also practiced
corner kicks on the soccer field and pitching on the softball diamond.
CeCe’s interest in athletics developed through these mother-daughter
practice sessions, and she recently completed her freshman season
pitching for the Lady Jackets softball team.
As a mother of an athlete, there are many more moments I
remember — after-school practices, weekend games, out-of-town
tournaments, and dinners on the run.
It wasn’t always easy, but ask me today if the sacrifice is worth it.
I’ll tell you that it is.
Play Ball
CeCe started playing little league soccer in first grade through
the Soccer Association for Youth. She was a goalkeeper, and she loved
it. By fourth grade, she was playing more competitive soccer with
the Enon Soccer Club. She took lessons on Friday nights, worked
hard, and improved. While in middle school, her team placed second
in an international tournament at Disney’s Wide World of Sports in
Orlando, Florida.
In fourth grade, as her athletic talent developed, I encouraged
CeCe to try a year of little league softball, and she was game. We soon
discovered CeCe was a natural pitcher. By sixth grade, CeCe was
playing both travel softball and club soccer.
When CeCe started high school, she and I both painfully realized
that for her to be a successful pitcher, she needed to stop playing soccer
and focus on pitching.
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Sacrifice
That decision was the start of many sacrifices we both would
make to bring CeCe closer to her goals. We went to weekly
pitching lessons in Cincinnati — driving 90 minutes each way
— with a three-time Amateur Softball Association of America
hall of famer who could take CeCe to the next level. She would
pitch; I would attempt to catch.
There were nightly practices in the elementary school gym
where I teach. There were team practices and games, which
meant more time on the road. CeCe gave up time with her
friends to pursue success as a pitcher. We sometimes gave
up peace in our home as CeCe and I battled over pitching
mechanics. As a parent of an athlete you are always assessing
when to push on the gas pedal and when to tap the brakes for
fear of burning your child out.
Diamond Engagement
CeCe was pitching on Cedarville’s softball diamond one
day when she was just a high school sophomore. Pete Reese ’60,
former athletic director at Cedarville, came by and watched
her pitch. He asked if she would be interested in pitching for
Cedarville’s softball coach. We were surprised and pleased at
Pete’s interest so early in CeCe’s high school career. This made
us both feel good to know that she had the skills to continue
playing at the next level.
We went to three separate Queen of Diamonds Showcase
events that drew university softball coaches to recruit high
school athletes. Several coaches approached, emailed, and sent
letters to CeCe inviting her to visit campus, but her answer was
always no. The phone rang almost daily from a few coaches that
were interested, and we eventually visited five colleges. She
enjoyed the visits and met some wonderful coaches, but she
still wasn’t sold.
One day after school, she sent me a text to be at Cedarville’s
softball diamond at 6 p.m. to catch for her while she pitched
for Coach Wes Rowe ’78. He made CeCe an offer that day and
prayed with her, and that was all it took. She was so excited to
play for Coach Rowe and attend a Christian university.

“As a parent of an athlete
you are always assessing
when to push on the gas
pedal and when to tap the
brakes for fear of burning
your child out.”
Home Run
CeCe was not yet in kindergarten when she lost her dad
(my husband, Butch) to cancer. CeCe is tall like him and has
several of his natural abilities. I know Butch would have been
so proud of her athletic accomplishments, but he would have
been even more pleased with her spiritual growth. I think of
Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15: “Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is your sting? … Thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 54–57).
The Lord has captured CeCe’s heart at Cedarville. Often she
comes home talking up chapel. It makes my heart overflow with
joy to see her draw closer to the Lord. We are so thankful that
she is at Cedarville playing softball with other Christian athletes.
She is learning to persevere when mountains rise up, and glorify
the Lord in every way. Spiritually, this has been a beautiful year.
I was there to see her first Cedarville home game. CeCe was
all smiles as she came off the field, remembering how we used
to hop the fence to practice on that field. All these years later,
she’s here to play.
That was a moment I will never forget.
Sandy (Hitchcock) DeBartolo ’90 is a fourth grade teacher at Greeneview
Elementary School in Jamestown, Ohio, and proud mom to No. 2 rookie pitcher
Cecelia DeBartolo ’15. CeCe was recently selected to the National Christian
College Athletic Association All-America Second Team. You may contact
Sandy at saltybrez@hotmail.com.

There is No “I” in ...
A team of nearly 40 men and women
(including 19 alumni) lead the Yellow
Jacket athletic program. Their many
responsibilities include coaching their
teams, recruiting, training and mentoring
their athletes, scheduling games,
ensuring NCAA compliance,
purchasing equipment, and
cheering their teams to victory!

So You’d

Train for a Marathon
by Sergio Reyes ’03

Whether you’re training for your first 5K or a
half marathon, the most important thing is that you
enjoy it. If you’re not having fun, you won’t stay driven
to continue the training it takes to improve. Training
with a group of friends can make the experience
more enjoyable and keep you motivated to reach your
goals. As with any endeavor, training the right way
— including having the right mental focus — will
greatly contribute to your success.
Train Your Body
A good pair of shoes is essential. Running is a
fairly cost-effective sport, but you don’t want to skimp
on your shoes. Expect to pay $90 or more for highquality running shoes. While that may seem like a lot,
running injury-free is worth the investment. Good
shoes can last up to 500 miles. Casual runners should
replace their shoes one or two times a year; consistent
runners, three or four. Find a specialty running store
in your area that can do a gait analysis. They’ll have you
run on a treadmill and video your stride from different
angles. This will tell them how you run, and they can
recommend shoes designed for your stride. Some
stores will even allow you to try out a pair of shoes for
a day or so and return them if they’re not right.
Safety is important as well. If you’re running
at night, wear reflective clothing so you can be seen.
It’s smart to carry a cell phone with you in case of an
emergency, and always make sure you are adequately
hydrated. I have learned this the hard way, especially
training in a high desert region where it can get up
to 110–115 degrees. Stretching before a run can
help you get loose, but stretching for at least six–10
minutes after a run is even more vital. You’ve just
worked your body using a particular repetitive motion.
If you don’t stretch, your muscles will get tight, and
you will lose flexibility.
In your training, work up to the point where you
can, at least once, comfortably run 85 percent of the
distance you are preparing to race, knowing that
you’ve got more to give. It’s good to start slow so
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you’re feeling great longer into your run, because
the level of difficulty gets exponentially harder the
longer the distance — your body will start working
against you in many ways the farther you go. Aim
toward still feeling great at the halfway mark of any
distance you are racing.
Train Your Mind
Developing the mental endurance for any
distance event is a crucial part of your training.
A full marathon (26.2 miles) is completely different
than running two half-marathons (13.1 miles) backto-back. Your body can sustain the tough, physical
pace for about 75–90 minutes at peak intensity. The
world’s best marathoners complete the race in just
over two hours. Average runners may take three–five
hours. Once you burn through your energy reserves,
along with what you can consume during the race, you
will have to dig deep and run on straight willpower.
When I’m running, I am usually thinking about
the finish line and whether I’m on pace with eight
(or five or three) miles to go. For the Olympic trials
in January, I memorized 26 verses of Scripture to
meditate on — one for each mile. I couldn’t believe
how fast the race had gone when I realized I had just
five miles to go.
Remembering why you’re doing this is a big
motivator — whether you’re running for a person
or a cause, a personal fitness goal, or pushing yourself
as hard as you can for the glory of God. Your passion
will keep you going when you reach the toughest
part of the race.
Sergio Reyes ’03 is a professional runner, averaging
25 or more races per year. He is the 2010 men’s
national marathon champion, two-time winner of
Cincinnati’s Flying Pig Marathon, and he placed
12th in the 2012 Boston Marathon. He and his
wife, Aimee, live in Palmdale, California. You may
contact him at sergdreyes@hotmail.com.
Photos courtesy of Di Zinno Photography

Like to …
Keep Your Teen Athlete Healthy
by Dominic McKinley ’92, M.D., CAQ

The drive to compete and be the best in their chosen
sport has produced some tremendous young athletes. This
pursuit, however, has also produced some unintended
consequences of overuse injuries in children and teens.
The push for young athletes to travel and play a particular
sport without an adequate rest period has not only led to
mental fatigue but also to a rise in injuries once primarily
seen in adult athletes. This is consistent with the Center
for Disease Control estimating half of sports injuries are
preventable and, in part, related to overuse activity.
An overuse injury is caused by a repetitive activity or
motion which leads to fatigue or stress of a particular part
of the body (most commonly in the shoulder, elbow, back,
foot, or shin). I refer to this as “the paper clip theory.” If
you take a normal paper clip, unwind it and bend it back
and forth at a single point, it will eventually break. Any
young athlete is at risk, but the most common overuse
injuries occur in baseball, soccer, gymnastics/competitive
cheerleading, dance, basketball, and swimming. Athletes
typically present after three–six weeks of symptoms, which
may include pain after activity, pain during activity that
does not restrict performance, pain during activity that
does restrict performance, and chronic pain even at rest.
Know the Risks
There are some risk factors that cannot be minimized,
such as going through a growth spurt, prior injury, or
anatomic malalignment. There are other risk factors that
can be minimized with adequate information. Doing too
much too soon after an injury, for example, puts a teen
athlete at risk for additional injury. Other changeable
risk factors include inadequate rest, poor nutrition
and hydration, inferior or worn-out athletic gear, poor
technique, training on uneven or hard surfaces, menstrual
dysfunction, psychological factors, and pressure from
parents or coaches.
Prevention is key to avoiding overuse injuries.
Athletes, parents, and coaches can reduce the risk of
overuse injuries by following these guidelines:

• Start with a gradual training program.
• Allow time for adequate recovery between workouts
(one or two days off per week).
• Consider an individualized training program.
• Educate yourself about overuse injuries (this applies
to parents, athletes, and coaches).
• Use appropriate equipment.
• Vary your workout routine.
• Schedule a one-week break from training and
competition every two to three months.
• Plan at least two or three months per year of rest
from a particular sport.

CEDA R VILLE U N IVERSITY
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“When a teen
athlete loses
interest in a
once-loved
sport, parents
should take
this seriously. ...
Above all, make
sure your child
is having fun.”

• Listen to the child’s body cues about
when he or she should stop training.
• Participate in multiple sports at
different times throughout the year
to limit the risk of overuse.
If joint or muscle pain lasts more than a
week and/or impedes normal activity, consult
a medical doctor (i.e., the child’s primary care
provider, a sports medicine specialist, or an
orthopaedist). Avoid continued play until the
injury has been appropriately evaluated. It is
important for the player, parent, and coach to
understand that continuing to play through
prolonged pain can lead to greater problems
in the end.
When a teen athlete loses interest in a
once-loved sport, parents should take this
seriously. Ask the athlete about the source
of his or her discontent and seek appropriate
counseling when needed. All that may be
needed is a period of prolonged rest from
the sport. Above all, make sure your child is
having fun.
Additional Resources
stopsportsinjuries.org
The American Academy of Orthopaedic
Surgeons developed the STOP (Sports

Trauma and Overuse Prevention)
program in 2010
safekids.org
Safe Kids USA is a nationwide network
of organizations working to prevent
unintentional childhood injury
sportsmed.org/inmotion
In Motion is an electronic newsletter of
the American Orthopaedic Society for
Sports Medicine
Dr. Dominic McKinley ’92 is a primary
care sports medicine physician with
Guilford Orthopaedic and Sports
Medicine Center in Greensboro,
North Carolina. He specializes in
treatment and prevention of sportsrelated injuries and illnesses, and he
is the team physician for North Carolina
A&T State University. He played
basketball for the Yellow Jackets men’s
basketball team from 1988–1992 and
is a member of the Cedarville University
Athletic Hall of Fame and Athletes of
Honor. Dominic also serves on the
University’s board of trustees. You may
contact him at dommck@triad.rr.com.

Stay Fit While Pregnant
by Amanda (Cole) Tress ’08

There are a lot of myths and
misunderstandings about exercising during
pregnancy. Many women assume that
exercising while pregnant is dangerous,
but when done correctly and under a doctor’s
supervision, continued workouts have many
health benefits.
I have been an athlete and personal
trainer for eight years. When I learned I was
pregnant with my daughter, I was committed
to remain fit and healthy throughout my
pregnancy. With my doctor’s support, I
maintained my pre-pregnancy level of
fitness throughout my entire pregnancy and
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experienced a fast and smooth labor, delivery,
and recovery. I exercised up until the day
I delivered my daughter, and, with my
doctor’s blessing, I was walking within two
days of delivery and running just two weeks
after that.
Low impact activities like walking,
jogging, swimming, and biking are ideal
during pregnancy and will help keep you
healthy and prepared for an easier labor and
delivery. Don’t use fatigue, nausea, back pain,
or constipation as excuses — exercising
properly and safely will help alleviate these
and other common discomforts.

Benefits of Exercise During Pregnancy
• Prevents water retention
• Helps relieve nausea, constipation,
and fatigue
• Prevents excessive weight gain and can reduce the
risk of gestational diabetes
• Relieves stress and helps you maintain a more
balanced emotional state
• Strengthens your body and prepares it for labor
and delivery
• Prepares you for a faster recovery after giving birth

Here are some great strength training and core exercises you can do
throughout pregnancy. Keep your back straight and abs tight for each
exercise. Breathe out through your mouth on the flex and in through your
nose on the release. Consult with your doctor and a personal trainer
before you continue or begin an exercise program during pregnancy.
Stability Ball Ab Exercises
Sit on the edge of a stability ball
holding your arms out straight
in front of you. Lean back, then
come up slowly using your
abdominal muscles. Variation:
Lean back and when you come
up, point your arms to the left
of your knees to work your
transverse obliques. Repeat on
the right side. Do sets of 15
reps on each side.

In general, during a typical low-risk pregnancy, you
can maintain your pre-pregnancy level of fitness. In other
words, you should be able to continue with whatever
workout plan you had before becoming pregnant, but
this is not the time to start training for a marathon. If
pregnancy is in your near future, ramp up your exercise
program now. Don’t wait until you are pregnant to start a
workout program — this is as unrealistic as it is unsafe.
If you are unsure about how to get started or what to
do for a safe workout, talk to a trainer or your doctor.

Horse Stance
Position yourself on all fours.
Bring your belly button in toward
your spine. Raise your left leg
and right arm and hold for three
seconds. Release and repeat
with your right leg and left arm.
Continue to alternate between
each side. This exercise will
stimulate and strengthen your
abs, back, hamstrings, glutes,
and shoulders. Do two sets of
15 reps on each side.

Amanda (Cole) Tress ’08 is the web marketing
specialist at Cedarville and a personal trainer. She and
her husband, Brandon ’10, live in Beavercreek, Ohio,
with their daughter, Emma. You may contact her
and find more information and resources at
fitpregnancyandparenting.com.

Ten to Ones
With five-pound hand weights:
1. Bring your arms straight out
from your side, parallel to the
ground, then slowly lower them.
2. Bring your arms straight out
in front of you, parallel to the
ground, then slowly lower them.
3. Raise your arms above your
head touching the weights in
the middle, then slowly lower
them. Do one set of each
variation 10 times. Continue
additional sets with nine reps,
then eight, etc., down to one.

Parents, Ask the Experts
Take advantage of nine FREE webinars that offer practical
information and advice for parents of high school and
college students. Each webinar will focus on a particular
topic and provide you with the opportunity to interact
with our campus experts.

Resources for Parents of New Students

Sept. 10
Sept. 24
Oct. 8
Nov. 12
Jan. 14
Feb. 11
Mar. 4
Mar. 18
Apr. 8

2012–13 Webinar Series

Making the Most of Your Campus Visit
Helping Your Student Choose a College
Finding Sources of Aid
Making College More Affordable With Tax Credits and
College Savings Plans
Completing the FAFSA – First-time Filers or Renewal Filers
Learning at the Collegiate Level
Creating Your Financial Plan
College Life Outside the Classroom
Sticker Shock – Making the Final Decision

Learn more and register: cedarville.edu/webinars

A special offer from our friends
at the Creation Museum

c hapel notes

How Do You Build a Life?
The following is an excerpt from Tim Goeglein’s chapel message on March 1,
2012. Tim is vice president for external relations at Focus on the Family, and
he previously served as special assistant to President George W. Bush, as the
deputy director of the White House Office of Public Liaison. Listen to his full
remarks at cedarville.edu/chapel/chapel-streaming.

It’s a remarkable thing to sit in the Oval
Office and have the leader of the free world
take notes while you speak.
At the close of eight years working for the
president, by God’s grace, I had walked with
all the princes of this world — popes and
prime ministers, kings and queens, senators
and congressmen, governors and movie stars.
For all the remarkable highlights in my
life, the one thing you need to know about me
is that I was one of the greatest hypocrites to
have served in the Bush administration.

“I went into the Oval Office and
closed the door, and it was just
George W. Bush and me.”
Fifteen years before I went to work at
the White House, an editor friend asked me
to write a column in my hometown newspaper.
I always wanted to be the clever one, the one
who said it better than anybody else, and I
began to plagiarize some of those columns.
Pride gives you the power of self-deception,
and I was willingly self-deceived.
One morning after a breakfast at the
White House, I opened my computer and
there was a question from a reporter asking,
“Did you plagiarize this column?” I went
down on my knees and I prayed, “Oh, God!”
because I knew it was true. I sent a note to
the reporter saying, “I am guilty as charged.”
My plagiarism was not a result of
pressure or stress. There were no extenuating
circumstances. I knew exactly what I was doing,
and I did it anyway. That is the evil of pride.
When you embarrass the president, there
is a divorce that takes place. It is immediate,

and it is severe. That is what I expected
and deserved. I had brought shame to the
president, to my wife, my sons, my parents,
my mentors, and my 20 years of interns. I
resigned that afternoon.
I came in the following Monday to clean
out my desk. The chief of staff said to me what
no one in the White House ever wants to hear:
“The boss wants to see you.” I went into the
Oval Office and closed the door, and it was
just George W. Bush and me. I turned to the
president to apologize, but before I could get
a few words out, he looked me in the eyes
and said, “Tim, you are forgiven.”
There was a silent moment that seemed
like an eternity, and it haunted me. In disbelief,
I tried a second time, “Mr. President ...”
He said, “Tim, grace and mercy are real,
and I have known grace and mercy in my life.
I am extending them to you. You are forgiven.”
He said a third time, “You are forgiven. We
can spend the next few minutes talking about
this, or we can talk about the last eight years.”
He asked me to sit in the seat of honor
below the famous portrait of George
Washington that hangs over the fireplace.
We prayed together and embraced, and I felt
a bittersweet sense of shame and humility.
I have found that pride goes before the
fall, but the poet T.S. Eliot said, “Humility
is endless.” It flows from the very heart of
our Savior. Eliot also said, “It’s very important
to have the experience but not to miss the
meaning.” That is the definition of a life
well-lived.

Make a
Weekend
of It!
Visit Cedarville University by
November 30, and receive up to
two free tickets* (a $60 value) to
the popular Creation Museum
located near Cincinnati.
Schedule your campus visit now!

cedarville.edu/visit

1-800-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
* Receive your free tickets when you purchase admission of equal or greater
value. Cedarville University will provide you with a discount voucher to
present to the Creation Museum ticket office valid for a maximum of two
free tickets. This offer is valid from 9/1/2012–11/30/2012.

Tim Goeglein graduated from Indiana University’s School
of Journalism and is the author of The Man in the Middle.

______________________________________________________________________
Listen online at cedarville.edu/chapel to hear these engaging speakers.
Samuel Rodriguez (March 29)
President of the National Hispanic
Christian Leadership Conference
Sacramento, California
nhclc.org

24

SUMMER 2 01 2

D.Z. Cofield (February 28–29)
Senior pastor of Good Hope
Missionary Baptist Church
Houston, Texas
goodhope.org

CreationMuseum.org
Conveniently located just south of Cincinnati

a
in

moment

time

Cedarville’s athletic teams have been known as the Yellow Jackets since at least the
1920s — the earliest reference to the mascot was found in a 1925 yearbook. But did
you know that our school colors were originally orange and blue? To think you were
“this close” to having a closet full of orange T-shirts ... School colors changed to the
familiar gold and blue in the 1940s.
CEDA R VILLE U N IVERSITY
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After four decades
with the Yellow
Jackets, Shirley
knows the score.

Points Well-Taken
by Sarah (Bartlett) Borich ’02

Many things have changed about Yellow
Jacket basketball through the years. Coaches and
players have come and gone, championships have
been won and lost, and yes, even uniform styles
have evolved (thankfully, some might say). One
thing, however, remains the same. Dr. Shirley
Schneider, one of Cedarville’s most loyal friends,
has faithfully backed the Jackets — all the way.
For Love of the Game
The retired dentist from Springfield, Ohio,
first got involved in Cedarville basketball through
former men’s head coach Don Callan and his wife,
Nedra, who were her patients. “Around 1970 or so,
they invited me to a tournament at Grace College,”
Schneider explained. “I had never accepted an
offer like that before — but I decided to go.”
It didn’t take long for Schneider to get hooked
on the game. Soon after attending that tournament,
she began serving as scorekeeper for all the men’s
away games. “They didn’t have anyone to do it at
that time,” she recalled. “I just started paying my
own way to travel, along with Nedra, wherever they
went — Canada, Florida, you name it. One of my
main investments in the athletic program was
keeping score for at least 25 years before I ever
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saw a paycheck.” When the University did begin
paying her, she chose to invest her payment back
into the athletic department. “It was just something
I wanted to do,” she added.
Schneider’s scorekeeping duties soon
expanded to include the men’s home games and,
later, all the women’s basketball games as well.
Now, more than 40 years later, Schneider remains
a fixture at the scorekeeper’s table representing
the Yellow Jackets to countless players, coaches,
officials, and fans.
For the Testimony of Jesus Christ
Her literal front-row seat to Cedarville
basketball has left Schneider with loads of
memories. Following the games, she would call
the stats into the newspaper. These were the
days before cell phones and computer stats, so
Schneider would call after home games from the
Callans’ home in Cedarville. When they were on
the road, she remembers standing outside at a
pay phone in all kinds of weather.
It’s that kind of dedication that has led
Schneider to support the Jackets with annual gifts
for 37 consecutive years. Her giving is motivated by
a very special quality that sets Cedarville’s athletic

a dv anc in g c e darv ille

For the Record
program apart. “Cedarville has an excellent testimony among officials
and other teams,” she said, and stressed, “this is true of all the athletic
teams, not just basketball. Officials love to come to Cedarville because
everyone is so nice to them. It’s great to see how this reputation has
materialized over the years.”
Schneider herself has noticed the difference in the athletes’
demeanor off the court. She relates with pride how people in
restaurants would be so impressed by the athletes’ respectful behavior
that they would stop them just to ask where they were from. Schenider
is pleased that her financial gifts support this unique testimony the
athletic teams demonstrate, both at home and on the road.
One for the Books
Schneider’s relationship with Cedarville is about much more than
just basketball. It’s also about her relationship with Christ. “I was saved
through Cedarville,” she stated simply. To her, the Callans just seemed
different than other people when they came into her dental office.
In the 1960s, Schneider hired a hygienist, Carol Baker, whose husband,
Ron ’69, was a Cedarville student. Together, their testimonies
influenced Schneider, and she accepted Christ in the Bakers’ home,
a modest trailer in married student housing.
“It just kind of happened — as the Lord has so many things
‘just happen,’” she continued as she spoke of the personal significance
Cedarville has had in her life. “I’m an only child and was never
married. The Callans and Bakers are family, and I’m so glad I got to
‘adopt’ them.”
Dr. Shirley Schneider is a member of the Yellow Jacket Club and has also served on
Cedarville’s teacher education committee and the athletic hall of fame committee. She was
inducted into the Cedarville University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002 and was named the
University’s Honorary Alumnus in 1986, a moment she names as her “highest honor.”

“Shirley’s commitment to Yellow Jacket
basketball is extraordinary. Even the
referees look up to her because no one
is more professional at the score table
than she is — period.”
Mark Womack ’82
Sports Information Director

“Shirley is a mainstay on the sidelines at
Cedarville basketball games. All of the
officials in our league know Shirley and
are always more comfortable with her
on the scorebook. I really appreciate her
loyalty and support of our program.”
Pat Estepp ’98
Head Coach, Men’s Basketball

“Besides being extremely good at what
she does, she really cares about our
program. She has a pregame hug
waiting for me every game and a
wonderful sense of humor. I love having
Shirley as our scorekeeper.”
Kirk Martin ’76
Head Coach, Women’s Basketball

Sarah (Bartlett) Borich ’02 is a freelance writer and editor. She lives in Columbus,
Ohio, with her husband, Benjamin ’03, and their daughters, Bennett and Blake.
You may contact her at sarahborich@gmail.com.

3,817 2,181 $162 3,149
Alumni Gifts Received
From July 1, 2011–June 30, 2012

Number of Alumni Donors

Average Alumni Gift

*Gifts at this level are especially helpful!

Undergraduate Students
Felt Your Support

THANK YOU, ALUMNI!

These numbers represent the generosity of Cedarville alumni this past year. While the stats are interesting, the real impact of your
giving is found in the lives of the students you are helping. Thanks for providing students with a firm foundation at Cedarville!

cedarville.edu/giving

d ire ctor’s cha i r

“Sports have an
amazing capacity
to bring people
together, teach
lifelong lessons,
and (as many in
our Cedarville
family can attest)
be a catalyst
for ministry that
draws people
to Christ.”
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I enjoy sports, but I was never good enough to
enjoy playing sports competitively. My memories of
Yellow Jacket athletics were made in the stands.
While chapel brought students together each
day to grow spiritually, basketball brought us
together each week to have fun! Practically the
entire student body came out for the men’s varsity
games. It didn’t matter that I didn’t know many
of the guys on the team; just being all together
cheering on the Jackets was an exciting way to
spend a Saturday night. The bleachers went crazy
whenever the pep band played Hang on Sloopy.
My sophomore year, I became friends with
several students on the cross country team and
attended my first meet. Later that year I went
with friends to watch the team run in the NAIA
nationals. It wasn’t until I began working in
Cedarville admissions that I became a true fan.
I worked alongside the track and field coach, Tim
Walters ’89. He invited me to accompany the team
on their spring break trip to Florida, and then I
began attending meets across the Miami Valley.
There’s nothing like sitting in the freezing cold rain
cheering on your friends and showing that Yellow
Jacket spirit!
Now I have an even more exciting perspective
on athletics — as a parent! Who would have thought
watching your kids play sports would be so much
fun? And nerve-wracking. And humbling. And
could make you feel so proud. My wife coaches
our daughters’ middle school volleyball team, so
that’s all they talk about at our house during the
fall season.
Sports have an amazing capacity to bring
people together, teach lifelong lessons, and (as many
in our Cedarville family can attest) be a catalyst for
ministry that draws people to Christ. As you read

through this issue of Inspire, you’ll see an article by
hall of famer Bruce McDonald ’69 about a lifetime
of athletic ministry next to an article by Kayla
Jenerette ’14, who is seeing the potential for athletic
ministry for the first time. Many of us will relate
to Sandy (Hitchcock) DeBartolo ’90, who writes
about the joys and sacrifices of being a parent of an
athlete. Dr. Brown and athletic director Dr. Alan
Geist ’83 explain what Cedarville’s new NCAA
affiliation means for student-athletes, the University,
and fans. We’ve also included some great practical
tips from pro marathon runner Sergio Reyes ’03,
sports physician Dominic McKinley ’92, and
personal trainer Amanda (Cole) Tress ’08 to help
keep you and your young athlete in top form.
This summer while on vacation, my family
and I memorized Romans 12:9–18. Paul exhorts
believers to hate what is evil and cling to what is
good. Be devoted to one another, honor others
above yourselves, keep your spiritual zeal in God’s
service, be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and
faithful in prayer — these lessons we learn by living
in community can and should be practiced on the
athletic field. Blessing, harmony, sportsmanship,
rejoicing, mourning, humility, integrity — these
qualities make the games worth watching.
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone,” Paul wrote. Even after
the jump ball.

Jeff Beste ’87
Director of Alumni Relations
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• Established: 2012
• Serving: 123 alumni living in zip codes 40000
through 40299 as well as 47100 through 47199
• Leadership: Brianne Collier ’06, Kristil (Wendler)
Dalrymple ’00, Greg Davis ’01, Jessica Gardner ’09,
Emily Kraft ’09, Stephanie Lewis ’05, Matt ’02 and
Steph (King) Minier ’05, and David and Sheila Turner
• Fun Fact: The replica of Babe Ruth’s Louisville
Slugger bat stands 120-feet-tall, is made of
steel, weighs 68,000 pounds, and is located at
the Louisville Slugger Museum.
“It’s tough moving to a new city! My husband and I
relocated to Louisville, Kentucky, last summer. I’m
excited to see the Louisville chapter take off because
it has connected us with local Cedarville alumni,
students, and parents. They’ve been a great resource
and encouragement to us! If you’re in the Greater
Louisville area, join us for our next event!”
— Steph (King) Minier ’05
June 19 — Louisville Slugger Field
Louisville, Kentucky | Chapter Event

Get involved in an alumni chapter near you:
cedarville.edu/alumnichapters.

50s

70s

Leon Franck ’56 and his wife, Arlene,
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in
2011. Leon has been a pastor for more than 50
years and is the founder of Interfaith Christian
Ministries and Prayer Valley Retreat Center. He
has also written a book on prayer, Fresh Oil
From Heaven. They have five children, 20
grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren.

Diane (DeNicola) Orlofsky ’78 recently
completed her 25th year of teaching at
Troy University in Alabama, where she is a
professor of music and director of university
choirs. In December 2011, her vocal jazz
group, Frequency, released its first CD,
Fields of Gold: The Music of Greg Jasperse,
which she co-produced.

80s

Robert Munson ’85 received his Doctor of
Theology in January 2012 from Asia Baptist
Graduate Theological Seminary. He and his
wife, Celia, serve with the Virginia Baptist
Mission Board, working with Bukal Life Care
& Counseling Center. Since 2004, they have
served in Baguio City, Philippines, with their
three children, Joel, Rebekah, and Esther.

If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please email us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
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alumni council

90s

Chair
Jason Atwell ‘98
Vice Chair
Lisa (Davidson) McGrady ‘89
Secretary
John Wambold ‘95
Members
Sarah Arnstein ‘03
Nick Awabdy ’94
Tom Chmura ‘78
Alison (Kearney) Clemans ’10
David Dykema ‘91
Lydia (Baker) Gaddis ‘05
Sandi (Welch) Harner ‘64
Rachel (Mahl) Kimmell ‘04
Amy (Dennis) Lett ’09
Scott Mills ‘92
Beth Prentice ‘79
Latice (Strickland) Spann ‘07
Jeff Summerlin ’83
Geoff Walker ‘82
Jearl Ward ‘81

Ruth (Yuen) Kramer ’90 has been the producer
of Mission Network News at Cornerstone
University since 1997. The show recently
won the International Impact Award from the
National Religious Broadcasters association.

Brad ’96 and Bethany (Walker) Fawcett ’99
announce the birth of Joshua Timothy on
December 28, 2011. Brother Jaden (4) and
sister Avery (2) welcomed him home in
Kalamazoo, Michigan.

recent events
Shawne (Blaylock) Russom ’92 and her
husband, Jeff, announce the adoption of
Madie Grace. She was born on January 21,
2012. Proud grandparents are James ’68
and Gwytha (Cooper) Blaylock ’68.

Daniel ’97 and Rebecca (Kniowski) Graham ’99
announce the birth of their daughter, Susannah
Grace. She joined Benjamin (12), Josiah (10),
Juliana (8), Zachariah (6), Levi (4), and
Nathanael (2). They live in Ashville, New York,
where Rebecca homeschools the children, and
Daniel is a design engineer at Weber-Knapp.

March 22 — RiverWinds Community Center
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | Chapter Event

March 24 — North Syracuse Baptist Church
North Syracuse, New York | Regional Event
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Jon Misere ’94 and Allison Stolar ’94 were
married on July 16, 2010, in Dayton, Ohio.
Jon has been a music teacher for Springfield
City Schools for 17 years. Allison has been
a Spanish teacher and Dominican Republic
missions team leader for Dayton Christian High
School for 16 years. They live in Dayton, Ohio.

Cliff ’97 and Deborah (Sweeney) Scott ’97
announce the births of their sons. David Grant
was born on May 13, 2009, and Jonathan
Edward was born on December 6, 2010. Cliff
is director of budgets at NiSource. Deborah
practiced law for several years and now enjoys
staying at home with the boys. They reside in
Hilliard, Ohio.

alu m n o tes

00s

Jamie Bedford ’98 is board certified in
general surgery and surgical critical care.
She works in the ICU at St. Mary’s in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. In October 2011, she was
inducted into the Fellowship of the American
College of Surgeons. She is involved in the
Christian Medical Association’s singles and
student ministries.

Tami See ’98 has served nine years at
Grace International School in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, where she is the curriculum and
instruction director. She enjoys serving in a
local Thai church and seeing God work in
the lives of her Asian friends.

Dave Gums ’99 and his wife, Kathy, are
enjoying life in South Dakota with their four
children, Joanna, Deborah, Lily, and Daniel.
Dave is a consultant pharmacist in long-term
care with Omnicare, and Kathy homeschools
the children.

Emily (Davis) Taylor ’99 and her husband,
Brandon, announce the birth of Hudson Loyal
on May 22, 2011. He was welcomed home
by brother Aiden (2). They live in Windsor,
Ontario, where Brandon is a youth pastor.
Emily taught English as a Second Language
for several years and now enjoys staying
at home.

Timothy ’00 and Amanda (Allen) Kwast ’05
announce the birth of Avonlea Rose on
December 4, 2011. Timothy is an electrical
engineer at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
and Amanda has stepped away from working
at their church to be a full-time mom.

Ann Marie (Swartz) Schrader ’00 and her
husband, David, announce the birth of
Luke Stephen on December 2, 2011. He
joined Joel (7), Micah (5), and Jesse (2)
in Freeport, Illinois. David is the pastor of
Freeport Mennonite Church, and Ann Marie
serves as part-time church secretary.

alumni spotlight
Training Tomorrow’s Trainers

As an athletic trainer, Wes Stephens ‘03 builds relationships
with both student-athletes and future athletic trainers.

As a young student choosing a major, Wes Stephens ’03 wavered between his love for youth ministry
and a career involving sports. Wes gained the best of both worlds when he launched his career as an
athletic trainer in a public high school, where he ministers to youth every day.
Wes works as the only full-time athletic trainer at Shawnee High
School in Springfield, Ohio. He works with athletes to prevent, provide “Unlike most high
primary care for, and alleviate injuries through physical therapy. Unlike
school teachers,
most high school teachers, Wes’ connection with student-athletes
continues throughout their four years of play. The relationships he builds
Wes’ connection
with students in that time can provide a positive influence in their lives.
with studentWes also ministers to Cedarville students, supervising two or three
athletic training interns every year as they earn clinical hours in contact
athletes continues
sports. Working with Christian college students gives Wes a natural
throughout their
avenue to talk with his students about his faith. “Working with Cedarville
students not only helps my ministry at Shawnee,” he said, “but also
four years of play.”
provides my students with a great standard of care.”
Wes and his wife, Michele, live in Springfield, Ohio, with their son, Macgyver.
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April 21 — Carriage House Café
Houston, Texas | Chapter Event

Kristil (Wendler) Dalrymple ’01 and her
husband, Jeff, announce the birth of Kylie
Carper on June 22, 2011. She was welcomed
home by JJ (7), Kassie (5), and Katherine (2).
Jeff works at the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Kentucky, and Kristil stays busy as
a mom and lia sophia jewelry consultant.

Ethan Hodge ’02 is an assistant professor of
secondary education at Anderson University
in Anderson, South Carolina. He received his
Master of Education degree in 2005.

May 11 — Pu’u Kahea Conference Center
Honolulu, Hawaii | Chapter Event

Chris ’01 and Mandy (Herd) Hutchinson ’03
announce “Team Hutch”: Samuel Christopher
was born August 9, 2008, Madelyn Jo
Chambers was born July 12, 2010, and
John “Jack” Byron was born July 13, 2011.
Chris is the youth pastor at South Fellowship
Church in Denver, Colorado.

Kurt Savage ’02 and Stacey Simoncini
were married on June 18, 2011. They live in
Oxford, Massachusetts, where Kurt teaches
at Shepherd Hill High School, and Stacey
teaches at Northbridge High School.

May 12 — Sight and Sound Theatres
South Central Pennsylvania and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania | Chapter Event

Brian Neises ’01 and Kristi Schutter ’02
were married on July 2, 2011. They are
both middle school teachers at international
schools in Bangkok, Thailand.
May 17 — Fifth Third Field
Toledo, Ohio | Regional Event
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Elizabeth Whitley ’02 and Matthew Garard
were married on July 23, 2011, in Naperville,
Illinois. Matt is the finance director for the
Housing Authority of Champaign County, and
Elizabeth does administrative work for the
American Oil Chemists’ Society. They reside
in Champaign, Illinois.

alu m n o tes

Alumni Scholarships Awarded on Honors Day
The annual Honors Day chapel was held on April 16, 2012, recognizing dozens of students for their academic excellence. Awards were
given based on the recipients’ field of study and future pursuits. These awards and scholarships are provided by generous friends and alumni
of the University.
Each year Cedarville alumni fund two scholarships: the John W. Bickett Heritage Scholarship and the Alumni Scholarship. The John W.
Bickett Heritage Scholarship was established by the Heritage Alumni of Cedarville College in 1982, in honor of the first Cedarville graduate,
John W. Bickett. It was awarded to five seniors preparing for pastoral or missionary service and planning to attend seminary or language
school. The Alumni Scholarship, established by the Alumni Council, was given to one student from each of the 15 academic departments.

John W. Bickett Heritage Scholarship Recipients
Front row, left to right:
Kelly Classen ’13, Alicia Boward ’13, Hannah Cochran ’13
Back row, left to right:
Joshua Patton ’13, Martin Jellison ’13

Alumni Scholarship Recipients

Front row, left to right:
Amy Chase ’13 (Biblical and Ministries Studies)
Rachel Dark ’14 (English, Literature, and Modern Languages)
Kylie Siciliano ’13 (Social Work)
Caitlynn Hellwig ’13 (Kinesiology and Allied Health)
Grace Pilet ’13 (Media and Applied Communications)
Corbin Edmonds ’14 (Business Administration)
Middle row, left to right:
Laura Smith ’13 — receiving the award for Rachel Roberts ’13,
not pictured (Education)
Anna Fitzpatrick ’13 (History and Government)
Brandon Bellanti ’14 (Music and Worship)
Ivy McClenahan ’13 (Nursing)
Elizabeth Learst ’13 (Science and Mathematics)
Back row, left to right:
Adam Ripley ’14 (Psychology)
Jonathan Meade ’13 (Elmer W. Engstrom Department of
Engineering and Computer Science)
Josiah Hutchings ’13 (Art, Design, and Theatre)
Not pictured:
McKenzie Shenk ’14 (Prepharmacy)
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May 19 — First Baptist Church of Bellevue
Seattle, Washington | Chapter Event

Victoria (Haverlock) Cockerill ’03 and
her husband, Rhett, announce the birth of
Gibson Alexander on May 2, 2011. He was
welcomed home by big sister Scarlett (3).
They live in Washington Court House, Ohio.

Steve Powers ’04 and Sheri Trennepohl ’05
were married on October 1, 2011. Steve is a
police officer for Wright State University, and
Sheri is a software test engineer for Northrop
Grumman. They reside in Dayton, Ohio.

Tiffany Grace ’03 and Cole Huffman
were married on May 8, 2010, in Roanoke,
Virginia. Cole is the manager of branch
operations for a home health care company,
and Tiffany is a chiropractor and partner at
Tuck Chiropractic Clinic.

Shawn Alexander ’05 and Erin Mullarney
were married on July 30, 2011, in Baldwinsville,
New York. Shawn is an executive team leader
for Target, and Erin is a school music teacher.
Shawn received his Master of Business
Administration degree from Liberty University
in March 2012. The couple resides in
Naperville, Illinois.

June 6 — Cooper Stadium
Columbus, Ohio | Chapter Event

June 7 — Canal Park
Akron, Ohio | Regional Event

June 8 — PNC Park
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania | Regional Event

Julie Landau ’03 had her first novel, Soul Scars,
published February 2012. The book examines
why God allows evil to happen to His children
and encourages the hope of healing through
His presence. Julie continues to write and lives
in Pennsylvania.
Krista Augustine ’04 and Bryan Johnson were
married on August 6, 2011. They reside in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, where Bryan teaches
middle school math and Krista works as a nurse.
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Allison Krizo ’05 and Gregory Meyer
were married August 8, 2010. They reside
in Madison, Wisconsin, where Greg is a
student, and Allison is a project manager.

Matt ’05 and Marcee (Hart) Reno ’05 are
pleased to announce the birth of Aubree Joy
on October 28, 2011. She was welcomed home
by Titus (3) and Evelyn (2). Marcee enjoys being
a stay-at-home wife and mother. Matt was
ordained on December 11, 2011, by Calvary
Baptist Church in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, where he
has served as youth pastor since August 2005.

Greg ’05 and Julie (Roth) Schwab ’04
announce the birth of Cooper Dean on June
27, 2011. He joined his sister, Addison Marie
(2). Julie is a stay-at-home mom, and Greg is
the student minister at Ballardsville Baptist
Church. They reside in LaGrange, Kentucky.

Ben Kaufman ’06 and Danielle Tisdale ’06
were married on June 11, 2011, at Fox Island
County Park in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Ben is
a shipping associate for West Logistics in
Charlotte, North Carolina. Danielle is a first
grade teacher at Chester Park School of Inquiry.
They reside in Rock Hill, South Carolina.

Anthony Mandela ’06 and Lynsey Fabian ’04
were married on July 30, 2011, in Xenia, Ohio.
They now reside in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Anthony is pursuing his master’s degree in
international economic development at
Eastern University, and Lynsey works at
Palmer Theological Seminary.

Friends for Life Cruise
February 3–10, 2013
Cruise the Caribbean
for a week on the
Norwegian Pearl.
Rooms start at just $449
per person.
cedarville.edu/cruise
1-800-837-2566

Katie (McGinn) Beekhuizen ’06 and her
husband, Greg, announce the birth of Aliza
Grace on October 12, 2011. She joined
her brother, Graham (20 months). Katie is
a stay-at-home mom, and Greg is a high
school science teacher at Bradenton
Christian School in Bradenton, Florida.

Brigette (Hunter) Small ’06 and her husband,
Trevor, announce the birth of Hunter Eldred on
January 22, 2012. Trevor is a heating, ventilation,
and air conditioning/boiler operator at Wright
State University, and Brigette enjoys staying
at home. They live in Kettering, Ohio.
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June 20 — Greer Stadium
Nashville, Tennessee | Chapter Event

Matt ’06 and Bethany (Kirkendall) Wilson ’06
announce the birth of Madison Rose on
December 8, 2011. She was welcomed home
by Regan Elizabeth (4) and Colton Matthew (2).
Matt is a certified athletic trainer and works
in the local schools, and he also serves as a
part-time youth pastor. Bethany is an exercise
physiologist in cardiac and pulmonary rehab.

Kimberly Elliott ’09 and Andy Chan were
married on April 16, 2011, in Vancouver, British
Columbia. They reside in Burnaby, British
Columbia, where Kim is applying for Canadian
residency. Andy is a creative services manager
at Yellow Pages Group and an associate pastor
at Peace Baptist Church.

Brian Sallee ’07 is the chief executive of
Reviora in Clearwater, Florida. Five years ago,
Brian founded this cloud computing company,
which works with consultants who sell software
to business clients. Reviora helps its clients get
their customers launched faster. The Tampa Bay
Business Journal recently featured his company.
June 23 — Sight and Sound Theatres
South Central Pennsylvania and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania | Chapter Event

June 25 — Great American Ball Park
Cincinnati, Ohio | Chapter Event

Lexi (Kingma) Alexander ’08 and her husband,
Jake, announce the birth of Kai Jacob. He was
born September 2, 2011, and was welcomed
home by big sister Sophia (2).

Matthew Hollis ’09 is president of Elytus, Ltd.
The company offers clients and service vendors
software solutions to enable more responsible
solid waste management. The company’s
WInStream software suite was nominated for
the 2011 TechColumbus Innovation awards
in the categories of Green Innovation and
Outstanding Product. Matthew and his wife,
Kortni (Hasselbach) ’10, live in Columbus, Ohio.

10s

Adam Hundley ’08 is pleased to announce
the release of his new CD, The Identity. Adam
recently moved to Denver, Colorado, where
he serves as worship leader at L2 Church.

June 26 — Victory Field
Indianapolis, Indiana | Chapter Event
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Craig Wright ’08 and his wife, Karissa, have
felt God call them to full-time ministry in New
England, even though Craig graduated with a
degree in criminal justice. Their ministry uses
action sports as a way to share the Gospel with
people throughout the region and effectively
reach them. They reside in Manchester, New
Hampshire, with their daughter, Abigail.

Gerhard Mullican ’10 and Cristy Hatch ’10
were married in October 2011. Gerhard is
brand coordinator at Busch Gardens, and
Cristy is a high school math teacher. They live
in Williamsburg, Virginia.
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In Memory

Kate Roberts ’10 was the grand prize winner
of the Duke Initiatives in Theology and the
Arts Illuminating Messiaen photography
competition. Her seven winning photographs
correspond to the seven movements of Oliver
Messiaen’s musical work, Visions de l’Ame,
which inspired the competition. Kate’s work
was chosen out of 125 entries.

We extend our condolences to the families
and friends of these dear loved ones.

Blake Reeder ’11 and Bethany Wailes ’11
were married on August 6, 2011, at Christ’s
Church in Bellbrook, Ohio, with a reception at
the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base Officer’s
Club. They reside in Centerville, Ohio, while
they await Blake’s Army orders. Bethany is a
pulmonary nurse at Miami Valley Hospital.
Caleb Speicher ’10 and Cynthia Hoke ’11
were married on August 6, 2011, in Elverson,
Pennsylvania. They reside in Risingsun, Ohio,
where Caleb is the pastor of St. Paul United
Methodist Church, and Cindy is a registered
nurse at Toledo Hospital.

Mary Elizabeth (Edgington) Crothers ’41
of Jamestown, Ohio, passed away on
February 8, 2012. She attended Cedarville
for three years and graduated with an
elementary education degree from Central
State University. She retired from teaching
in Ross Township in 1977. She was preceded
in death by her parents and her husband, Jim.
She is survived by her siblings-in-law, Donald
(Doris), Richard (Mary), and Marie; many
nieces and nephews; and her devoted friends,
Mrs. Mary Boeck and Miss Mary Lou Tidd.

Steven Small ’11 and Hanna Bowes ’11
were married on December 30, 2011, in
Berlin, Germany, where Hannah’s parents,
Aaron ’85 and Annegret (Grosse) Bowes ’87,
are missionaries. Steven and Hanna live in
Columbus, Indiana, where they are both
mechanical engineers at Cummins, Inc.

alumni spotlight
“Our agency has
an opportunity
to host great
events,” said Lori,
“and we can use
them to create a
meaningful story.”

Value Ad
As vice president over account services with The Marketing Arm, Lori (Scheumann) Sutherland-Thelen ’96 has good reason
to be excited about her job. Her agency was named the 2012 Promo 100 Agency of the Year by Chief Marketer magazine. The
award was given in part for the work Lori’s team did for Frito-Lay in re-creating sports advertising with their “Crash the Super
Bowl” campaign. The company bought ad time during the Super Bowl and turned it over to consumers, letting them create the
content and reap part of the reward.
Lori is now working with Tostitos to create two minutes of promotional airtime during halftime of next year’s Fiesta Bowl.
One year, the company brought troops home from Iraq so one man could propose to his girlfriend; another year they presented
a Habitat for Humanity home. “Our agency has an opportunity to host great events,” said Lori, “and we can use them to create
a meaningful story.”
Lori has an amazing opportunity to help large brands use their resources in ways that make a real difference in individuals’
lives. “I am continually amazed at where my life has taken me,” she said. “It wasn’t my plan, but God’s plan and His doing.”
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June 27 — Wrigley Field
Chicago, Illinois | Chapter Event

upcoming events
August 8 — Citizens Bank Park
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | Chapter Event

Janice (Finke) Morris ’42 of Dayton, Ohio,
passed away on October 23, 2011. She
taught kindergarten for 25 years at Ernst
Elementary in the Kettering school system.
She enjoyed sewing, cooking, painting,
singing in the choir, and traveling. Janice
was preceded in death by her husband,
William; and her sisters, Susanna Teepe and
Kathryn (Finke) Jurkat ’40. She is survived
by her daughter, Annette McCreadie (Bruce);
her son, Thomas (Angela); and granddaughters.

Donald Rettger ’54 of Columbiaville,
Michigan, passed away September 21, 2011.
He was a World War II Navy veteran and
retired from the maintenance department
at Ohio Northern University. He also served
as pastor and interim pastor at several Ohio
churches. He and his wife moved to Michigan
in 2009. He is survived by his wife, Charlotte;
two daughters, Donna Rezutko (Jeff) and Anne
Vince (Edward); two sons, John (Carol) and
Tim (Kelly); seven grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren.

August 8 — Cherokee Park
Louisville, Kentucky | Chapter Event
August 11 — Downer Residence
Chattanooga, Tennessee | Regional Event
August 11 — West Park Baptist Church
Knoxville, Tennessee | Regional Event
August 11 — Bellevue Baptist Church
Memphis, Tennessee | Regional Event
August 12 — Fifth Third Field
Cedarville, Ohio and Miami Valley, Ohio |
Joint Chapter Event
September 22 — Garden of the Gods
Colorado Springs, Colorado | Chapter Event
September 30 — Lancaster Polo Club
Rothsville, Pennsylvania | South Central
Pennsylvania Chapter Event
November 22 — Thanksgiving Dinner
with Dr. and Mrs. Bill Brown
Chiang Mai, Thailand | Regional Event

share your news
Did you get promoted? Direct a play? Publish
your memoirs? Earn a degree? Receive an award?
Climb every mountain? Ford every stream? Follow
every rainbow ’til you found your dream?
Visit cedarville.edu/inspire for deadlines and to
learn how to submit your updates and photos.
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Aldon “Arch” Justus ’50 of Sciotoville, Ohio,
passed away February 3, 2012. Arch was a
teacher, principal, administrator, and high
school basketball coach. He was inducted
into the Ohio High School Athletic Association
Basketball Hall of Fame in 1987 and the Ohio
High School Basketball Coaches Association
Hall of Fame in 1995. Arch was also an
avid golfer and passionate about baseball.
He was preceded in death by his father, Aldon;
mother, Blanche Justus Hunter; wife, Joann;
and a sister and brother. He is survived by
his sons, John (Mary Ann) and Jeff (Michele);
stepson, Kip Williams (Cheryl); stepdaughter,
Kim Crum (Norman); two grandchildren; and
two nephews.

Melvin E. Entingh ’55 of Washington
Township, Ohio, passed away Saturday,
January 21, 2012. Mel founded and was CEO
of Enting Water Conditioning, Inc. He holds
a patent on a drinking water control valve. In
2000 he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Water Quality Association.
Mel is survived by his wife, Doris (Jarvis) ’57;
son, Dan ’77 (Grace); daughters, Yvonne,
Andrea (Entingh) Whitaker ’81 (Brian ’79),
Karen (Entingh) Matson ’84 (James ’83), and
Cheryl (Entingh) Fleetwood ’91 (Mark ’86);
21 grandchildren, many who are alumni; nine
great-grandchildren; brother, Raymond ’54
(Joan); sister, Thelma “Babe” Price; and
sister-in-law, Sally.
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Waddell & Reed Investments and was an
elder in his church. He is survived by his wife,
Denise; daughter, Jennifer Teeter (Matthew);
son, David (Cheryl Ann); two grandchildren;
sisters, Ruth Hales (Terry) and Linnie Ann;
brothers, Terry (Sharon) and James; and
several nieces and nephews.

David A. Mills ’64 of Nashville, Tennessee,
passed away May 5, 2012. David was a
member of Victory Baptist Church and pastored
several churches for nearly 30 years. He was a
veteran of the U.S. Navy and manager of the
radio station WYFN. He was preceded in death
by his wife, Lois Anne (Jeremiah) ’60; parents,
Robert and Lena Mills; son, Peter; and brothers,
Jim and Tommy. He is survived by children,
Tammi Wagner (Ken), Denise Dize (Mike), and
Scott ’92 (Kelly); and seven grandchildren.

Gloria (Scott) Hellwig ’84 of Lakewood,
Colorado, passed away April 20, 2012.
She graduated with a physical education
major and taught physical education and
coached volleyball in Christian schools
in Michigan and Colorado. She enjoyed
serving at her local church. She is survived
by her husband, Eric ’84; son, Brandon ’12;
daughters, Ashley (Hellwig) Kohl ’11 and
Caitlynn ’13; brother-in-law Evan ’84
(Kelly Herbert ’85); and nephews and nieces.

Kathleen (Webber) Schwartz ’90 of
Westerville, Ohio, passed away March 22,
2012. Kathleen was a physical education
teacher and a basketball and volleyball coach
at Polaris Christian Academy as well as a
community leader and devoted mother. Her
legacy will be the extraordinary impact she
left on countless lives as she selflessly sought
to help, teach, guide, and give to others.
Kathleen is survived by her husband, Mark;
her children, Taylor, Grant, Reagan, and Anna;
her parents, Arthur and Anna Webber; siblings
and their spouses; and aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

Send us your news! Deadlines are December 15 for the
spring issue, April 15 for the summer issue, and August
15 for the fall/winter issue. The editorial staff has full
discretion regarding submissions. Submit your updates
to Inspire, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St.,
Cedarville, OH 45314, or cedarville.edu/inspire.

David A. Kearney ’70, of Clifton, Ohio, passed
away on April 20, 2012. David was student
body president his senior year at Cedarville.
He worked as an investment advisor for

alumni spotlight
Changing Lives Through Sports

Several Cedarville alumni work at AIA’s world
headquarters in Xenia, Ohio. Left to right: David
Perlow ’00, Mary (Edwards) Dixon ’11, Marla Rice ’09,
Kelly (Martin) Mangin ’05, Lisa Martin ’96 M.Ed. ’07.

Marla Rice ’09 first discovered the global sports ministry organization Athletes in Action (AIA) through a
program at her church. In an “adopt a student” program, she was paired with an AIA staff family. As a former
track runner herself, Marla was immediately impressed by the breadth of the
organization’s ministry through sports. Today Marla is the assistant to AIA’s “AIA’s proximity
president, Mark Householder, and she works at the ministry’s world headquarters
to campus
in Xenia, Ohio.
AIA sees itself as a pioneer, innovator, and servant-leader in sports ministry,
creates a natural
and its motivation is to change lives. It recognizes the universal language of sports
opportunity for
and its influence to shape cultures, heal nations, break down barriers, and restore
national pride. Since 1966, AIA has been sharing its message of “victory beyond
partnership.”
competition” found only in a relationship with Jesus Christ.
AIA’s proximity to campus creates a natural opportunity for partnership. Not only does Marla work
alongside several Cedarville alumni, but part of AIA’s mission is to engage university student-athletes, including
many Yellow Jackets, in its ministry. Cedarville students raise their own support to work as interns at the
headquarters or join teams that tour overseas.
Athletic ministry has been an important part of Marla’s life as a means of glorifying God and spreading the
Gospel, and she enjoys helping others use their love for athletics to minister through sports and competition.
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Congratulations, Class of 2012!

During Cedarville’s 116th Commencement ceremony,
Rev. Franklin Graham, president and CEO of Samaritan’s Purse
and the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, challenged more
than 650 graduates to live their lives unashamed of the power
of the Gospel.
“You have one life to live,” said Graham. “Make it count for
the King of kings and the Lord of lords.”
During the ceremony, Cedarville’s president, Dr. Bill Brown,
presented Graham with the University’s Medal of Honor. This
was only the 13th time the medal has been awarded. “Cedarville
University commends Franklin Graham for extending care and
compassion to people in extreme need, for modeling with
integrity what a Good Samaritan looks like in the 21st century,
and for inspiring us in the joy of serving Christ,” he said.
Three graduates were awarded the President’s Trophy,
the University’s most prestigious student award, recognizing
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leadership, ministry, community and campus involvement,
athletic performance, and academic achievement. The 2012
recipients were Nathaniel Flack, a computer engineering major
from Cedarville, Ohio; Brandon Hellwig, an international studiesmissiology major from Lakewood, Colorado; and Samantha
SanGregory, an accounting major from Jamestown, Ohio.
Four students who maintained a perfect 4.0 grade point
average throughout their college careers received the Faculty
Scholarship Award. The recipients were Samantha Barclay,
a biology major from Berlin Heights, Ohio; Samantha Cazzell,
a psychology major from Centerville, Ohio; Michelle Mitchener,
a chemistry major from Troy, Michigan; and David Riggleman,
a computer science major from Indianapolis, Indiana.
The class of 2012 donated $12,000 toward a scholarship
fund that will assist future students struggling with the expenses
of achieving a college degree.
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Smashing the Odds
by Nicole (Hanson) Russell ’04

“Tennis,” says women’s tennis head coach Dr. Dee Morris, “is a
thinking person’s game … like chess. Every time you hit the ball, you
are trying to move your opponent to where you want her to go.” Her
motto is simple: Think. Play. Execute.
She also believes tennis is a game of integrity. Because the matches
are self-officiated, it’s up to the players to call whether a ball hit the line.
If a player can’t tell if the ball was in or out, she gives her opponent the
benefit of the doubt.
For Morris, teamwork and integrity go hand in hand in tennis. In
a team match, players are ranked 1–6 according to their ability. Yet
whether you’re a steady #6 or an explosive top seed, everyone’s points
contribute equally to the outcome.
Morris’ modest upbringing may have lacked the advantages of a
proverbial #1 ranking, but she had much to contribute. Through her
work ethic, faith, and the integrity she encourages her team to employ,
she opened doors of opportunity that gave her life new direction.

“She took one
year’s birthday
money and
bought a baseball
to replace the one
she’d crafted with
a rubber ball,
twine, and black
electrician’s tape.”
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Humble Beginnings
Dee Morris grew up in the hills of southwest Pennsylvania, an area
that felt more like Appalachia than Pittsburgh. Her family home had no
electricity or running water. “My childhood was a lot like The Waltons,”
she remembers with a chuckle, “except they were better off.” The oldest
of five, Louise Delyte Morris (dubbed Dee Dee by her siblings, later
shortened to Dee) learned early to be resourceful. Her father held odd
jobs — machinist, game warden, member of the U.S. Coast Guard — and
her family cooked what they grew from the garden over a wood stove.
With no access to organized sports, Morris embraced life as a
tomboy. “I wore out my dad and granddad playing catch with me,” she
remembers. She took one year’s birthday money and bought a baseball
to replace the one she’d crafted with a rubber ball, twine, and black
electrician’s tape.
Morris accepted Christ at a young age at a revival meeting during
World War II. She did not grow up in a Christian home, so when she

fac ulty v o ic e

got older, she went to church by herself for years. Despite her tough
circumstances, Morris insists she didn’t realize at the time that she went
without. “Times were different then,” she said. “People worked hard.”
Her hard work continued throughout her education and into
adulthood. After attending a one-room schoolhouse for the first eight
grades, Morris proved herself to be a good student. Thanks to vigilant
high school administrators, she attended Geneva College on a
scholarship. She was the first person in her family to attend college,
let alone consider it. She still has a hard time explaining how this
happened, save for God’s guidance and provision.
Lofty Aspirations
Her education at the small Christian college became a turning
point. In need of work, she became the assistant to Doris Nevin, a
professor in the physical education department and, according to
Morris, “the most wonderful and godly lady in the world.” Through her
mentorship and friendship, Morris remembers Nevin’s example of a
single, professional Christian woman. Morris embraced sports with
gusto winning national championship titles on the rifle team and playing
tennis and basketball. “The greatest days of my college life were when
we had basketball games and rifle matches in the same week,” she said.
Morris went on to earn an M.S. and Ph.D. from Indiana University
and taught at the University of Iowa and The Ohio State University. She
had always longed to be in medicine, and in 1979, she earned a degree in
physician assistant studies, allowing her to realize her dream of working
in the medical field. She still practices in Springfield two days a week.
Now at Cedarville, the place she’s called home for more than three
decades, Morris’ work ethic and love for teaching and sports have
culminated into a career that’s as surprising as it is fulfilling. She teaches
in the department of kinesiology and allied health, coaches tennis,
and helped construct the allied health major to prepare students for
graduate study in physician assistant, physical therapy, or occupational
therapy studies.

Lasting Legacy
It’s easy to see why, despite her many accomplishments, Morris
most relishes her role as a coach. “As you teach, you’re imparting
knowledge,” she said. “As you coach, you’re modeling skills.” Because
she so valued Nevin’s mentoring role in her life, Morris continues that
legacy with her team. She is currently the only female head coach at
Cedarville, a role she does not take lightly. “Who is going to model for
these students that it is okay to be a Christian woman and competitive?”
she asks. “I encourage the women in my classes and on my team to
consider a career in coaching. We need to guard the opportunities we
have for women’s athletics.”
Some part of Morris will always be that tomboy with the homemade
baseball. She still works hard. She still loves sports. She still is grateful.
“I’ve lived a wonderful life,” she says with charming certainty.
Considering how far she’s come, she says, “There’s no way I should
be doing what I’m doing. The Lord had my back the whole time.”
Dr. Dee Morris has taught in the department of kinesiology and
allied health for more than 25 years. She is an NCCPA certified
physician assistant and practices part time in Springfield, Ohio.
She is a member of the American Academy of Physician
Assistants, the Ohio Physician Assistant Association, and the
American College of Sports Medicine. As the head coach for
women’s tennis, she is active in NCCAA tennis administration.
You may contact her at morrisl@cedarville.edu.
Nicole (Hanson) Russell ’04 is a freelance writer based in
Washington, D.C. She has written for The Atlantic, Parents,
Politico, and Christianity Today. You may contact her
at russell.nm@gmail.com.
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A Winning Balance
by Dr. Bill Brown

Dr. Brown’s Top Picks
■ Book
The Circle Maker: Praying Circles Around
Your Biggest Dreams and Greatest Fears
by Mark Batterson
An eye-opening book about the power of
honest and intentional communication with
our Father. Fresh, biblical, and challenging.
■ App
Star Walk (available on iTunes)
An interactive astronomy guide — my
favorite app. Point your iPhone or iPad
toward the night sky to identify planets,
stars, constellations, and more.
■ Podcast
“My Story” by Studio 18 (free on iTunes)
“My Story” is a 15-minute program
featuring everyday people and their
true, life-changing testimonies. People’s
stories are always fascinating!
■ Movie
John Rabe (2009)
A German film that tells the true story of
Rabe, who, in 1937, used his Nazi party
affiliation to save over 200,000 Chinese
civilians from slaughter at the hands of
the Japanese army.
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Someone has said there are three things
that universally communicate transcending
culture and language: mathematics, music, and
sports. While I am not aware of many public
mathematics performances, music and sports
top the list of spectator events.
Without question, sporting events are the
most compelling form of diversion worldwide.
Athletes are more than competitors on the
field of battle; they are entertainers. They are
called “players” as if they were a troupe of actors
on a stage. But the competition inherent in
athletics moves sports from the realm of mere
entertainment to produce a fanaticism that
rivals religious commitment.
There are darker sides to sports on the
big stage. Sports struggle with stories about
performance enhancing drugs, bounties to
seriously injure opposing players, and gambling
by players and officials. They remind us that
these are not merely games.
But the most troubling aspect of sports
is the denigration of the athletes as people.
Physical performance is more important than
character commitment.
Balancing performance and character
are crucial at the level of athletic competition
at universities like Cedarville. There are
two competing philosophies that dominate
college athletics:
Performance is everything;
character means little.
For many fans, winning trumps any appeal
to character. When the head football coach of
a top school was fired for having an affair with
a graduate student and lying about it to college
officials, the Internet lit up with the team’s fans
criticizing the decision. “He was hired to win
football games, not be a paragon of virtue,”
wrote one angry fan.

A large portion of the media and fan base
are put off by any integration of character,
especially of a spiritual nature, into the sports
world. I do not need to add any more than what
has already been written about Tim Tebow and
others who are enthusiastic about their faith.
Performance is crucial;
character means everything.
Playing at a high level with the goal of
winning is a given, but not at the expense of an
athlete’s spiritual commitments and character.
At Cedarville, we are reminded of the value
God places on us. Paul tells us that Christians
see the world and people through different
eyes: “So, from now on we regard no one from
a worldly point of view” (2 Cor. 5:16).
Discipleship of student-athletes is the
most important work of the athletic department.
It is refreshing to see our student-athletes
taking the lead in ministry opportunities and
missions initiatives.
Celebrating athletic achievements in the
context of our Christ-centered priorities has
become an integral part of the sports program.
“Athletes of Honor” is the formal recognition
of student-athletes who had outstanding
athletic careers. Initiated in 2008, the Legacy
Committee of the athletic department,
currently chaired by Dr. Dee Morris, oversees
the selection process. Nominees must have
graduated from Cedarville and display a
continuing commitment to Christ-centered
character. To date, nearly 400 graduates have
been inducted.
We are thankful for the leadership and
commitment of the Cedarville University
athletic department to constantly ask the
question: “What does Christ think of our
program?” and then respond in ways that
please Him.

se re ndipity

Steve ‘86 and Amy (Joslin) Terpstra ‘88
(left) were college friends with Jeff ‘87
and Jennifer (Lenhart) VeStrand ‘89
(right). They reconnected years later
through social media, sparking a romance
between their children, Adam Terpstra ‘14
and Brooke (VeStrand) Terpstra ‘14 (center).

A Modern-Day
Fairy Tale
by Jennifer (Lenhart) VeStrand ’89

Once upon a time, four young students, Steve Terpstra
’86, Jeff VeStrand ’87, Amy Joslin ’88, and Jennifer Lenhart
’89, crossed paths on the campus of Cedarville College. At
the time, Cedarville was a small school of just 1,900
students. Steve, Jeff, Amy, and Jen all “knew” each other,
but they became friends when Amy became Jen’s resident
assistant in Printy Hall
In the summer of 1988, Amy and Steve married, as did
Jen and Jeff. A few years later, God blessed Steve and Amy
with a son, Adam Harris, and Jeff and Jen with a daughter,
Brooke Ashleigh.
Years passed as the two couples lost touch and went
about their lives — until 2007. When Jen signed up for a
Facebook account that summer, Amy (Joslin) Terpstra
became one of her first Facebook friends.
An Enchanted Encounter
The two caught up as much as distant friends can
through social media, although they rarely interacted
personally. Two years later, in August 2009, Jen posted a
video of Brooke singing. As Amy sat watching the video,
her son Adam walked by. Brooke’s voice intrigued him, not
to mention her looks, and he asked who was singing. Amy
told him the girl in the video was a college friend’s
daughter, and she was going to Cedarville in the fall, just
like Adam. “Hmm,” he replied. “I’m gonna marry that girl!”
In early 2010, as Adam and Brooke prepared to
graduate from high school, both moms suggested that
their kids connect via the “Cedarville Class of 2014”
Facebook group. Adam sent Brooke a friend request,
which she accepted, but that seemed to be the end of it.
Then, on May 27, when Brooke sent Adam a note on

Facebook
introducing
herself,
Adam
responded
immediately. They shared cell phone numbers, and the
texting began.
A Land Far, Far Away
A few weeks later, Brooke came home and announced,
“Mom, guess who I have a phone date with tonight?” Jen
guessed several people before Brooke said “Mom! It’s
Adam Terpstra!” After a month of constant phone calls, the
kids hatched a plan for Adam to fly to Maryland for a visit
and, for the first time in 22 years, Amy and Jen connected
in person to plan his visit and marvel at this blossoming
relationship.
That summer, Adam visited Maryland, and Brooke
visited Indianapolis. When it came time to move Brooke
and Adam to Cedarville in August, the two families enjoyed
reminiscing about the past and supposing what the future
might have in store.
A Happy Ending
In 2011, on a beautiful fall afternoon, Adam asked
Brooke to be his bride. They were married on August 4,
2012.
The VeStrands and Terpstras thank God for His perfect
plan for their children and the role that Cedarville played in
all of their lives. They look forward to many years of family
and friendship.
Jennifer (Lenhart) VeStrand ’89 lives in Eldersburg, Maryland, with her
husband, Jeff ’87, and their three other children. Read the full story,
with all its twists and turns, on Jennifer’s blog, peaceinthepandemonium.
blogspot.com.

Serendipity is a space featuring your stories about the delightfully unexpected ways our Cedarville roots bring us together. Essays can
be humorous, heartfelt, or surprising. Please limit your story to 500 words and include your name, class year (for alumni), city, and state.
Submit your essay for consideration to Inspire, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH, 45314, or cedarville.edu/inspire.
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October 5–6, 2012 • Registration Now Open
cedarville.edu/homecoming

Grand Prize: Double occupancy cabin on the Friends for Life Cruise, February 3–10, 2013. Cruise fare only. Does not include pre- and post-cruise transportation and costs.
Second Prize: Two-night stay at the Hearthstone Inn, October 5–6, 2012; double occupancy room.
Third Prize: Alumni gift bag (includes alumni hoodie, T-shirt, mug, and bookstore gift card). Terms and conditions apply; see cedarville.edu/homecoming for details.

